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Tothe Reader, 


Jourtesus Reader - 


Hofoever thou art that lo- 
veft and rejoyceft in the 
fublimity , and fimplicity 

truth; T hay c here prefented thee 

vitha Manuall, entituled, the Ger- 
wan Divinitie. a Booke ficft Writ- 
enbya certain ‘godly Prieft, of the 

Irder of the Peake of Teutizici, 

Whigh Dutch . abouc two hundred 
ad fifty yeeres fince, and after- 

vard , for the incomparable value 
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thereof it was tranflated out of the! 
Dutch into the Latine tongue; by’ 
John Theophilus , and printed at) 
' Antwerpe 1558 in which tongue it 
did lye a long feafon veiled and ob- 
fcured, from the eye of the illiterate. 
and unexpert in’ the fame: untill, 
fome yeers fince, through the de. 
fires and induftries of fome. of our 
owne Couutrimen , lovers of the 
Truth , it was againe tranflated, 
and made to fpeake to theeinthine 
owne Dialect and Language. But 
the time of its Nativity being une 
der the lace, wife, and wary Hie- 
rarchte, who had monopolized and 
engtofled the difcovery of others 
into theit own hands , keeping the | 
people, wifely , at a diftance and 
dealing out to them , what, and fo 
much oaly, for quantity and quali- 
ty» as feemed beft to their grave 
_ wil 


To the Reader. 


ee omes ; ind di ifcrétions, left they 
| fhould grow as wile, if norisyifer 
« than their Teachatas - and fo the 
rude vulgar fhould become as one 
» Of us: it walked up and downe this 
City in Manufcsipts at. deer rates, 
from hand , to. hend of fome wel- 
willers to truth, inclandeftine, and 
private man ner; like Mofes in his 
Arke , or the little Childe fied and 
hid from Herod : never daring ‘to 
crowde into the Preffe , fe: Wing >the 
ruffe ufage of thofe th a in authori-; 
ty; whofemaxime it was, That the 
Prie efts lips fhould preferve know- 
ledge , though mifunderftood , or 
applyed at leaft : forgetting this 
Prieftrobe the high Prieft Jesus 
Curisrt after the order of Mel 
thifedek. But now it hath obtained 
hich ailpicious favour, asto appear 
Wi hout bluth in the moft publ ique 

T 4 ways 


Tothe Reader. 

: way;it being ufhered intothe world 
under the {afe conduct of an Impri- 
matur, 2 worthy work of piety and 
charity, the firft to thetruth it felf, 
that it might not be buried in fi- 
lence through unknwone tongues, 
the other to ourown Countrimen, 
that they might not be buried in ig- 
norance; and that thefamous lights 
or damps kindled in other Regi- 
ons, might not be rendred ufeleffe, 
or unprofitable tothe meaneft in li- 
terature. 

The Authour , Tranflators, and 
Licencer have done their parts, 
what remayneth now ¢ but thine ro 
be performed, which is, deliberate 
ly to reade, ferioufly to weigh, fpi- 
ritually to difcern, and pioufly to 
ufeand reduce into practice and life, 
what thou fhalt finde worthy here- 
in : proving all things, and ae 

a 
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faft that which is good. 

The Tranflatour John Theophi- 
Jus, in his Preface hereunto aflixed, 
hath faved me the labour of infor- 
ming thee, touching the Authour, 
nature, matter, method , and ftyle 
shiereot and in ehe Table annexed, 
and fubjoyned in. the end hereof 
wil | direét thee to the feveral Chap- 
ters, and their pages, with their di- 
{tine Costents. 

There is nothing left behinde 
for mee to doe, neyth ler to it, 
or thee;. but ae to invite chee 
to tafte and feehow {weet , how 
full of life and marrow this {mall 
TraGQatre is: it is as the exrract or 
quinteffence of other more thick 
and darklycompofed Treatifes of 
7 heology ; being much in little: 

thou fhalc findefome kernels here- 
in with their fhell ready broken to 
thine 


To the Reader. ; 
thine hand, fome Riddles in their 
plain fence unridled ; {ome mytte- 
ties of Hiftories revealed: fo, that 
inmany things the Scripture Para- 
bles are fo explai xed, uhat thou fhale 
fay, through the lig zht of the truth 
hovein: now know. wee that chow 
fpeakeft plainly and noc in parables; 
myfteries hid ag i formerages, 
being now in meafure more 
brought to light. The Authours 
amindein the Latine dreffe was ele- 
gantly, fignifican:ly and -per!picu- 
Oli fly cx -piefied; itt may be the Eng- 
lifh {tyle will not bat taking. yer if 
matter rather than words,be it thou 
feckeft , here thou haft it according 
esthebest | fufficiencie of the Trant 
lacour,as I fuppofe, though heebe 
to mealrogether unknown, 
In fine , it may wellbecalled the 
German Divinity , the childeis like 
the 
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the father, it fheweth it felfe one of 
that Imperiall Race, whic! ibeareth 
the Spread Eagle for its devile. For 
as the Eagle m ‘fught is highedft, 
fwifteft, in fight cleereft, in 1 fight 
ftroneett. fo this Frattace foarech 
alofi, buildeth on high, even above 
the {tarry Heavens , bearing het 
Chickins the children of. Truth, 
upon wing to the tace of the Sun, 
fpeedeth unto the farthett end of 
truch, piereeth into che imwards and 
bowels thereof,d overpowrech the 
mind with her vericy,.c chafing away- 
deceitful vanity. Were 2's worl 
but knowse , there wo Id neyther 
want hand or hicart to give it encer- 
tainment; whdr more hall II fay ¢ 
bur asthe Apofile in another cafe, 
Ufe hofp:t ality for thereby fome have 
entertasned Angels. fo oe thou ho- 
{pitality to this German {tranger, 
who 
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who knows but that, although hee ” 
commierh to thee inthe evening and. 
twilight of thy underftanding ; fo © 
that at,and fometime after it’s firft 
- ae i to thee as the 
ngels did, bur meane and in mans 
garbe, yerat the Sun-rife beforeit 
depart from thee thou mayft fee 
the Spirit and Angell of G rds 
Truth in ic: and if the Father of 
Lights and Spirits fhall lead thee 
rofirably intoand through this, it 
fh libearengagement tohim , to 
preienc thee with fome other of the 
ike nature ; who isa lover of thee 
and the truth inthe truch. 


Gile Randall, 


The PREFACE of 
John Theophilus, who 


tranflated it a of high Dutch 
into Latine, 


tis litle Book hath fo 
auch delighted me, that 
eis bao {thouchr firro rranflace 
Caer it fed Ts tine, The ftyie 
is fhoriand pitny., which we may 
compare to a green grove, althougla 
little, yet fo planied, that therein is 
ho plain tree,orany other, fet onely 
for pleattre and nor for fruit , but is 
every where full of frie beatiGe 
ftocks: Even fothislictle book doch 
not delightrhe Readet with anv elo- 
quence « of phrafe , with no painting 
inticements, or | As it Were) flowers 
of fpeech, bare doch deliver meeré 
precept s, and thofe moft profitable 
tothe inftruGion of a Chriftian: In- 
‘deed j in regard of che fhortneffe itis 
A 2 fome- 


The Preface of : 
fomewhat ob{cure, and often tobe 
read over, andithac with diligence, |! 

Alfol add further,thatif'anyananil 
be defirousto.read thisBook-to thai 
end.only to increafe his knowledgg d 
and not to doethethings Contained 4 
in it, he reads it in vain, for he that t 
intends.to become a Skilfall hus} 
bandimah, ‘ mult put his hand to hq 

low. As concerning my tranflation 
underftand that I have neicheraded| / 
nor detraéed any thing frora_ the 
Author, aid Ecould no mote avoid) ! 
ob/curity in tranflating a book come 5 
pied wich much affected brevity 
thenthe Author himf{elf in waiting 
of it, yet I counfellthe Reader tha 
he wonid often and attentively read 
it, which may ferve hii in flead-o 
a Comment, 1 have fed fome 
Words in-it as thee, Egoity,Selfres, 
dvi ed, &c. Decefy compelling ang 
'~ there- 
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thereunto, becaufe the Authourue 
feth chat manner of {peech, wherc- 
inI ought to be'thought no more 
‘blamea able than Tidl: y¥, who doubr- 
.ed not to be bold in ufing che words 
Appiety and lentality , a Writer ma Ly 
make bold when neceffity requireth 
‘rocomumand words,at id NOt to learn 
them. 
The inicription of is Book is 
| Theologia Germanica, the Authour 
isnot named, only I finde it written 
in a certaine little Preface to the 
Book, that he was one ofthofe who 
arecalled Dun Teutonic, or Durch 
_ Eads , the French. call them che 
. Knights of the &/odes, and he was 
aPrieft and Governous ofthe houte 
of -Tepionice , “ox high. Dutch at 
| Frankfort, 
he argument is of the new man, 
_ or the new creature, for he fhew reth 
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the manner. how a inan may be re. 
ftored , and recurne to God from 
Whom hee is falne, which indeed ig 
true and right Divinity : And the 
Mianiner is this; Since that man ds 
falne by following his own will, it 
is necefiary that he be willingto be 
reftored (for medicines are to be 
contrary to their difeafes’) that hee 
be deprived of his own wil,and fol- 
- Tow the will of God, & no man can 
ferve two Matters : But as aman 
may very well put out his own eyes 
or kill himfelfe , yer ‘cannot reftore 
himfelf to fight or lifeagain ; even 
foman is in Adam prone to deftroy 
himfelfand all his pofterity by fol- 
lowing his owne will : But neyther 
he nor any who is guilty, and over- 
thrown by his fin’ can poffibly fave! 
himfelf,or repair the breach: It was. 
neceffary again for the faving of the 
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world, © 
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world, that one fhould arife& exift, 
who was holy , harmleffe, undefi- 
led, {eperate from finniers to deliver 
others from fin, and teachthe way 
oflife,and this was Jefus Chrift the 
Son of the living God, to whom all” 
power is given both in heaven-and 
earth, who doth not.only.ceach 
manthe way to falvation, butalfo 
giveth. them power, by faith to 
walke in it. 

I would not hereby. have you un- 
derftand adead faith, for thatisno 
more faith than a dead man isaman 
buta working &<a living faith, fuch 
acne as Saint Peter defcribeth toge- 
ther with the works & effects there- 
Of, faying, Add to your faith vertue, 
and to your vertue knowledge and to 
your knowledge temperance , aud to 
temperance patience , and to Pavia 
godlinelfe, and to godline(fe brotherly 

A 4, kind- 


“phe Preface of 
hindnelfe, ant to brotherly kindneffe |! 
charity. For if thife things remayne 
andabound in you , they will make you 
that yous ball weyther bé barren nor wee 
fruitful inthe knowledce of our Lovd 
Fe (ws, Bur he that lackerd thefe things 
a blind and cannot fee afar off, and 
hath forcottes that hee was parcea 
from be old fins: wherefore sherather 
brethren’, give all diligence to make 
your calling and ¢lection fire , for if 
thefe things beinyou, yon fhall never 
fatl ; 

Saint Peter {peaks of a true and. 
lively faith , which doth nor only 
procure unto man the forgiveneffé 
of his fins by the merit of Chrift, 
but alfo efeéteth that as before hee 
yieldéd his members as y capons of 
unrighteoufneffe unto fin , here- 
after hee may give thenrds inftru- 
ments of righteoufneflé to do well» 


And 


Sohn Theophilus, 
kK Andbecaufle S$. Peter in chis place 
idoth defcribe aceitati ladder to fats 
Wation, I parpofeto make it plaine, 
whereby wee may more evidentl 
iperceive by which fteps we may it 
icend tothe op thereof, left that any 
| man fhould be content to ftand on- . 
{ty upon che firft frep,and yet thinke 
hee had atrained to falvation, from 
‘which hee is diftant many degrees. 
 "Fherefore ( according to S. Peer) 
|} faich bringeth forth vertuc , that 
is, ftrength and ability to performe 
thofe things which thou believeft 
are to be done as fo taught from 
God. Asfor example, Chriftcom- 
 juands us to loveotirevemies , and 
: todo good to them which doe evill 
to us: Now thereare fome who be 
fieve that chiscannot be doneagain, 
they: hace their eneimies & dothem 
all the nichicr: others believethae 
ty 


The Preface of 
it is tobe done by the affiftance o 


God, and thereiore do good to theg 
enemies ; Confiderall {ects & kinds 
Of men, you fhall finde that thofe 
wh» believe it is poffible tobe done, 
dce act rhe fame, and thar Chritt 
who hath given them powertobe- 
lieve, hath givenchem power alfo 
to performe his Commandements, 
for it is not faid in vaine that all 
things are pofiible to him that be- 
lieveth’: and this I fay gencraily of 
- allother precepts of Chrift, 45 thon 
believest fayth Chrift } [ebe st unto 
thee this is generally to be taken, 


look how much faith any one hath’ 


and fo much ftrength of vertue hee 


hath alfo. 
_.2 And vertue begetteth know- 
ledge, for trie know ledge confifts 
in experience which.commieth to 
pafle when a man is made able to 
s ote pei 
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Fohn Theophilus. 
performe fome ching, doth eertdin- 
ly know that that which before ee 
did believe hee did not ceriaialy 
know might have been performed: 
Example hereof wee have in Caleb 


land Fofbua, and the reftof the //- 
: raelites who did overcome the Ca- 
| nanites , for thenthey didcertainly 
‘ know that thofe might be overcome; 
| asthey had before believed,but the 


. Ts 


reft of the [/racltes who did notbe- 
lieve that this couldbe done, .could 
nor do it. And again, they knew it 
nor, {oat that day fuch asdo.not be- 


i lieve that fuch is the power.of 


Chrift as that hee is able to. beat 


‘ downthe power ofthe Serpent un- 


der the feet of the faichfull, thofe 
men are not ableco refilt fin, there- 
fore they know. not how it maybe 
done , and therefore deny it, but 
thofe who believecan do it by Hah 
an 


ace of 


and: know'certainly char icmay bé 
done,and again,affirme itto be true, 
3° Knowledge bringeth forth’ 
teniperance , fora man confirmed’ 
with this knowledge, goeth forward 
to the mark, hoping for the fame’ 
fuccefle in the reft : and therefore: 
with-holdhimfelf from bodily hufts 
and pleafiires which fight againft 
the foul, left being hindred by them 
hee'be deprived of his Crowne of” 
victory. “Now as’ the Caldeans did 
vex and perfecure Ferufalem, when 
ir rebelled againft them, having be- 
ving before of its ownaccord ferved 
andobeyed them, In like manner it 
falleth out in all rebellions of Sub. 
jects, for the luits and pleafures’ 
which-before we' voluntarily ferved: 
when Wee rebel! againft them by 
téniperance, dovex usin renewing’ 
their defires,, andbreedus criefeas 
Bun much 
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much as:before they did delight, 
4 which that wemay bear mantul, 
ly, wee ftandin necdof patiences 
And becaule wee know that this 
trouble which wee muft undergo in 
refifting thefe wicked lufts and athe 
ions in beating of injuries doth far. 
exceed ourftrength, fetus earneftly 
€all upon God with David, that hee 
would reach and furnifh our hands 
inthebattail, and that, hee:w uld 
Piv.e us ftrengthforche victoryswith 
which invocstion and. truft in hin 
istrue godlicefie. 
6 Fusthcemore having obtained 
bencfts of God by. this -devotion 
weedo love him again for thefe bes 
nefits, and wee, defire to give hima 
thanks: Ror even by. nature itis, ofr 
Gained that taoucanit not. bur love 
him, who ourof hisloye bath done 
thee good, but becaule we can give 
: 1m 


The Preface of | 
him nothing (forhee needs not ont i 


A 


§00ds) feeing all things are his, wee 
titi our love upon them whom hee | 
loves and commendeth unto us,that 
istu fay upon godly men,and out of 
love we dothem good, 

7 And becaufe this love which | 
webeare to Godand ou: brerhréen, 
in regard of Gods benefitsbeltow- 


edupon us is imperfect: as being 
joyned with the love of our felves; 
that is, our own profir, it never Cede 
{eth to increaie until ic attain £6 per- 
fection. For we fee natural y come 
to paffe in plants and living crea. 
tures:and all things that they never 
ceale growing untill they come of 
Tipe age, fo it comes'to paffe that 
Wee proceed fo tar as to love God, 
not becaufe he js good to us, but bes 
caufe heis cood , even asby nature 
Welovethofe things which beberi 


cifull 
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bifull for very names fake, though 
ino profit Seon to us: Now. che 
beauty of God is gooduefle it felf, 
Wefides Which none ought to be lo- 
ved eyther for reward or fear of pu- 
nifhment , Thisisic which S. -Foha 
(Calls perfe@ love , ‘the perfection 
awhereof all che elect of God ftrive 
"to obrain as the chiefend , forthere 
is nothing more perfect & of more 
‘antiquity theil the love of God, yea 
1God himielf 18 love: Whofoever 
fhath obtained this love, is deprived 
tof all Egorty, (that I may ufe the 
“words of our Authour) and doth 
wlove God only as he is good , and 
tall things befides, which God los 
iveth humfelf, chat is, all chings 
| which are any where, fin excepted, 
. forthere is nothing which God lo- 
» veth not, fin excepted. 
... Thislittle Book prouounccth to 


| us 
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us thedove of God, and doth teac 

us the way.to.attain the fame, Blety 
fed is .hee who valiantly ftriveth tg 
 obtaine this price, and dothco 

fiancly.run this,Race., for if deatk 
do meet with him: whilft he is run 
ningit , hee fhall diea Souldier of 
Chrift,and fo thall hee be acknows 
Iedged of him before, bis Father; 
Evenas inthe Law,.a maid that wa 
betrothedto.aman, was cfleemed ana 


called hu wife , although, as yet the 
were mo come together, Deut..22..28) 
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Vhat w perfect, and what gs imper- 
fed. 

IY Aint Paut faith, wher that 
h bich & 8 per fell ts ¢¢ me, then that 
which rs tmpageel ¢ ma inpart (hall 


be abolified : Now of sferve what 
storbe pees, and what td be in 


> Perieetiset at th ing which in it feif, 
B and 


What w perfect, and 


and in that wl ich it is, comprehendeth and) 
containeth alltitings:and wanting which; : 
and without which, nothing truly is, and 
wherein all things: have that thing which 
theyare; for itisthe being of all things) 
afid'is unchangeable and unmoyeable init 
felfe, anctyet doth change-and moye allio- 
therthings. 

But tharis imperfeétand impart, which}, 
hath ics beitig and cxiftence from that} ’ 
which is perfeét; evenas:cleerneffe ahd 
brightnefle proceede, fromthe Sunne , of 
from thelight’ and {eemeth to be fomthing 
which is called'thiso¢ that , and isnamed 
a cteature, and none-of thefe imperfect 
things is that which jis, perfect , neitheris 
that perfeét thing any of thofe which ate 
imperfect’: imperfeét things may. be com. 
prehended, known and expreffed, but thiat]” 
which is perfect is incomprehenfible:, wita}" 
known andunutterable , of allcreaturesias}” 
they are creatures; Therefore that whic’ 
is perfect is without name as eingsnonedlh 
thefe, and acreature, asa cteature, cannon: 
know or comprehend:it. Now. when that’ 

which}! 


what ts imperfect. . 


. Whieh' is perfect is come’, that which is 
: unperf(is conterbned > but when dc th it 
come? I fay itcothimieth wheti it is fo far 
known , petceived and tafted in theminde 
‘as poffible ‘it can be. 

, Hetearifeth’a queftion, feeing it 1s fuch 
“Athing as cannot be! Known or compre- 
hended ofaity ‘treature, arid that themindé 
AS acreature, ther ? ‘how is. it potfible that 
theminde fhould’know it ?I therefore ade 
(ded) as it isa.creature, as 1f T fhould fay, 
Aofar as itis a ckeatlireframedand ceated, 
mud fo far forth, as it cait be faid of it, Tot 
ny felfe, thisisimpoffibleunto it; for ta 
the endthatthat which is perfodt miay be 
known of any creature, it is neceflary that 
pyery thing Which is created and madeand 
jmay.be called Iand my{felfe, fhou id-perifhy 
‘And be turned to pothing, This is the 
meaning of Sdint Pau!, when he faith, 
Wien thar which Ys perfell ts come (that 
is,is known) then that whichis impertcet, 
bein? the fubltarice of all created-things, 
‘and whatfeyer cari be faidof them] > or 
Any iclfc, or mine’, all this is to be wholy 
Ps, B2 con= 
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contemped and counted for nothing :Surely] 
folong as we efteeme, of that which wee} , 
call I, and fo long as. we cleave unto ity}, 
that which is perfect remains unknown, |}, 

Some man may objeét,you fay that ther¢] \ 
is nothing befides that which is perfeét, or; 
without it, and yet you fay, thatfomthing} , 
doth flow fromit, that,then. which flow-| ; 
eth from it is without it? I anfwer , that}, 
befide it or without it , nothing truly exis; 
ficth, becaufe, whatloever foweth fromiff , 
isnot truly it,nor hath any being, butin} 
that which is perfe& , and is a certain evi , 
dent brightneffe or cleernefs, which indeed} , 
isnothing, nor hath, any being, butin che , 
fire fromm whence the brightneffe flowethl ; 
as wefecinthat Sunan’] ght... Fy 


© -Owab.s. 
. What % Sinue? 


a hy atid Seripepre: faith tht 


Sinne is norhingelfe but’ that “thi 
Crzature doth divert ic telfe fiom’ the im- 
muta 
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mutableGod, and adhereth to a mutable, 
 thatis, doth tutn it felfe from that which 
' is perfedt, dndto'that which is in part and 
" impertedt, and efpecially to itfelfe-+ Now 
this obferve, whenthe cteaturedoth chal- 
' lengeany goed thing to it felfe , as to be, 
' toliye, to know, bricAy , to beable to doe 
"any thing that can be termed good, as be- - 
ing in it felfe thatgoodthing, oras th ough 
that goodthing were: appertain ing uNto it, 
: we itayertethit felfe , what other thing 
then did the devill ? or what was his avers 
t fion and fall, butthat he did arrogate this 
unto himélfe, thathe was fomet hing, and 
k oul be forthir ing , and that fornthing 
} was his, and in his right and power, this 
\ arrogancietobe I, to my felfeto be me, and 
to be mine, was his ayerfion and fall, and 
_ this is ftill in ufe, 


B 3 Caer. 


Adams Sisne. 


CHAP. 3. 
Adams - Signe, 


V Hat did Adams alfo elf but the veel - 
ry fame, men are wont to fay thagl ; 
Adam perifhied becaufe hedideateaivaps| . 
ple, Tay, this happened ro ‘hij by fealont 
of his arrogancie , for that he. affitmed t 
himfIfe to be ¥; tome, mine, me, &c. Fort 
though he had eatenfeyen apples , if it had} 
mot becn in’récard of itis arrogancié’, he 
had'not fallen, but when arrogancie’ took 
place, hethen fell, and fo he fhould haye 
cone, though he had eaten no apple at all, 
But let us proceede’, Thaye fallen an hun. 
dred times more precipitally then Adam 
did, andaflmen were not able t6 reftore 
the loffe and fall’ of Adam , how then} 
might my fall be corre&ted or reftored?} 
{urely it muft be helped as the fall of Adam) 
was, and by thefame helper, and after the 

fathe-manner. 
How then, and from whom procedeth 
this amendment? neither could man doe 
it 


Adams Sinze, 4 


it without God’, nor was God baind to 
doe nit ~withoutiman + Wherefote’God 
affumedithe nature of man ‘or himanitie 
and became man,and man was made God, 


and thus was the: amendment made, and 


foomutt iny fall be corregted + ‘Teahtiot d doe 
it withoutGod, neither will’ Ged’ doe it 
without me: For that this might be effe~": 
éted, it was fiting that God in me fhould 
alfo become man ; that thus God fhould 


* take upon himfelfe whatfoeyer is in me 


afwell within me as without me. as nothing 


_ Mightremain in me contrary to God, ot 
might hinder his worke. arid thon ich God 


frouldaffume aj] men that are unto him- 
felfe, and i fhould become man in then, and 


| they i in him fhoild Become God | andthe 


fame fhould ct be done in tie, ‘my, fl 
fhould never ‘be recovered , nor yet my 
funtit'done away , except the fine were 
alfodone in'me : neither know! ; oram I 
able; to give my futtherance fowarde this 
ainendiient® ahd cecoverie, but oncly I 
maftdtuffer and be patient , and God oncly 
theagentand: doer, I fifferine his work 

Ma and 


That all good is onely Gods. 


and will, whieh becaufe Iwill not fuffer, 
but,will my felfe be I, and tomme,and mine, 
this hindred God, that he could not work 
without difturbance , and fo it came to 
paffethat my fall and averfion remaineth 
unamended, and all this falleth out by-rea- 
fon ofmy arrogancic. 


. 


CHaP. 4. 
That all good is onely Gods, 


Od{aith , oiine honour will I give to 
none , which is as much as if hee 
fheuld fay, that honour and glory isidueto 
none but God cnly, therefore if I doearto- 
togate any goodnes to my {elf'as that I am, 
can do any thing that Iknow,that I work, 
or that any thing is mine, or done of mee, 
or done to mee., arrogating fuch thingste 
my fclfe, and tuming them tomy honour 
and glory , then doe I doubly offends for 
firft [fall and ayert my- felfe.as hath beene 
formerly faid , next I deprive God of his 
honour 1n attributing that to my felf which 
is 


— wer —) 


Of the puting off 9 
is proper only to God.: for whatfoeyet 
ought to’ be called good that is due to none 
but to the eternall and true good which is 
God. And who fo ever doth arrogate that 
unto hinifelf doth unrightcoufly & againft 
God. 


CHapP. 5, 
Of the putting off the old man. 
Ome men fay, that aman ought to be~ 


come’ void of wifdome, will, defire, 
, Knowledge, and allother things, which is 


, Hot tobe underftood’,’ that ju’ man there 


, fhould'be no knowledge , or that God 


_ Mould nor bekndwne , loved, willed; de- 
fited) praifed,; ot honoured in him, for this 
,, Were a mighty fault , and ‘man fhould be- 
5 Obie LiKe a beaft : “but wee'mult proceed fo 
. far that our knowledge may be fo cleer and 
, perfect as tounderftand that this know- 
: ledge belongeth neither unto man nor unto 
. the ereature, bit unto the erernall wifdome, 
"about which is the etérnall Word:and thus 
: B 5 may 
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manandthe creature vanifherh ,.anddoth 
not atrogate to itlelfe as its owne, and the 
‘leffle knowledge that the creature dothiars 
rogate it becommeth the more perfatty, the 
like wee'mpft conceive of, will, love. defire, 
and ail {uch things’; for the leffe thatanag 
doth arrogate thefe to himfelfe , the nobler, 
exeellenter; and-diviner he becommeth,and 
the more he doth affume thefe to himfelfe, 
fomuch he js matte the mote blockith, bale, 
and ithpérfeat. Mhus théneught mah tobe. 
coms yoid ofall things;shat is not toan 
gare them tq hinpfelfe, wage then. manin 
thismanper is nade yoid of thefe, it comes 
to,patle, that. this. 1s themoft excellent and 
decreft knowledge chat can bein mrapand 
theexcellenrelt loye and defire:,..tho-cayte 
whereof is this , all things ‘being, only 
Gods 5 it asbettcerand moreexcellent shar 
they fhould a prertaine, to .God thenrognys 
creature :, And the caufe why Ldoe chal 
lenge any goodneffe to moy felf; 15 by teafon 
that I Lippofe that, it is: mine,;.cr-shasilaiy 
it: 1f Lkuew. therush J fhould allo knaw) 
tat the thing 4s nok.ming:; norshot Tam; 
if, 


Howthe life of Man, fr 
it, it proceedeth notfrommee, &e. and fo 
mine arrogancy would fallto nothing. Itis 
better that God or that which is belong= 
ing to God fhould:be known, loved,preyed 
anid honoured as much as may be!poflible, 
and that man fhould ‘conceive that hee 
doth prayfe or love God ; then thar God 
Should not be prayfed, loved, honoured and 
known , for when opinion and ignorance 
aréturned to knowledge and underftand- 
ing of this, then arroganicy yanifheth, for @ 
Man will then fay on this wife; Wretch and 
fod! that am, I fuppofed my felfto be that 
thing, britinow I perceive that it was'andis 
God only. 


CHar. 6. 
‘How the life of mau is to be 
compofed, 


Octrus faith, it i8 our faulethat wee do 
§ Ynot love chat'which is belt, and he réia 
Fe frith'the ‘trieli'? for that whietris butt 
ought molttobeloved) andi this {love tio 
eed § 4 . ely oft 


12 is to be compofed. 
re:{peét is to be had of profit or difprofi¢, 


‘honous of reproach, prayfe, or difprayfe,or 
any fucti things , but that which in vety 
truth is the molt excellent and beft, the 
fame ought allo to be deareft unto us; and ‘|| 
that for no other end, but tharit is beftand 
moft excellent : According to ita man 
mightcompote his life both externally and 
internally, externally becaufe amongft thofe 
things that are created, one thing is better 
then another asthe eternall good doth fhine 
mote 1n one then in another, in whichthing 
therefore that eternall good , doch moft of 
alifbine, worketh,,is knowne, and adini- 
red; that amongtt all creatures is moft ex- 
cellent alo , where it is leffe apparant that 
likewife is the leffe good, Seeing therefore 
that man is converfant with the creatures 
doth ufe them, & knoweth their difference, 
hee oughtto eftceine that which is belt to 
be moft deare, and to cleaye untothat, and 
tounite himielfe thereunto , and efpecially 
unto thofe things which areattributed unto 
God as his, and belongeth unto him,fuch as 
ate his goodncile, truth, peace, love, and 


jultice 
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th juftice ; & according to thefe the outward 
“{ man ought to frame his life , and to defpife 
8 and flie allthings which are contrary unto 
t them: But if the inward man by ajump.as 
i ie were, will tep into that which is perfect, 
a that which is pesfect will be! found alid 
i perceived to be boundlefly , inf finitely. and 
’ innumerably more exce ent and better that - 
Mt whatfoever is imperfcét and in. part 5 alfo 
it theeternall nore then thetranfitory | y-and 
the fountaine and beginning morethen all 
things which flow or can proceed from it; 
WWandio chat which is tmperfeét and in part 
fall be unpleafant and become abolifhed. 
: This obferye to the end; that which is ex- 
cellent, and the beft may be alfo held the 
deareft , it issequifite that this be denes 


‘ CHAP. 


Of the two eyes of Chrift. 
TE ni Hs: ceneee sas which is teaé 
" and, » that thefoule of. Chrift 
y had two aaa the “one the right eye, theo- 


( ther the leit: Inthe begunning whcn things 
( were 


5 Of the twoeyes of Chrift. 


were created, the right eye didtutneitfelfe} 
into Eternity and Divinity and there ftood} 
unmoveable in perfeét. contemplation, and] 
ufe of thedivine Nature; and divineperfes] 
Gicn, andremayned , unmoyed freeftom 
all falling, labour, motion, prief, -pain, and 
torment which happento the outward 
" main; with hisibelt oye hee beheld things 
created:;and know the difference, anddid 
underftand: what >was better ‘and worte, 
thore foble and more bafei; and in this 
mannerthe outward man“of Chrift was 
framed Thus ood the inward manof 
Chirilt.aceording> to:thesright eye of his 
foulein che perfect ufe xof the divine nad 
tute ‘in perfect pleafiire' and joy’, bit the 
outwardman andthe leafteyeofi the foule] | 
was with him inpain, calamity and_ pete} 
fe&t Isbour , andioig came to paffe , that}. 
that inward or right eye. remained amo 
ved, not lindrec free from all labour, pait 
andtorment” whieh happened to the out 
qatdiman. Tt is faid ; when Chrilt wes 
whipped at che pillat ) aid did hang onthe 
croffe-atcerting' to the outward nian, Ins? 


eee fouls. 


gOS ger eget 6 er 
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t foul, or his inward mandid ond accor 
hi dine tothe tighteye, in perfect ufe ofthe 
i divine nature. and in ash igh a conc lition 
ref pleafureand joy 2s afi terhea rfcendedin- 
ht to heaven andds now. Aifp that his out- 
ii ward man. or bis’ folie’ according tothe 
corner Sone in al] things which 
i did belong unto him as “concerning out-— 
Mi Ward, things, was not hinged ordamnie 
it fied by zhe intey, nall ;neither-of then dé. 
itpending onthe other. 

Now'the created foule- of. man fit hath 
it allo rwoyeyes, the one, .in,the power of 
beh dling eternitie, -the ether: in léoka 
1¢ ohdtthings created,' to know 
ii the differences ,.as betore-hath Dace faid, 
handrogwe ki ifs tothebody, "But theft nwo 

t qyesof the joi! eof math canhor, doe theiz 
iW orke tegethdr, for that he fople with che 
right €) eve, might behold eternity ,pit isomel 
n cary “that the lefé eye ioe abate fll::his 
« worke , sand fo carry it! {elfe-asific were 
1 dead: alo, that the lefreye inight perform 
n add shis th aind-He eorployed sin: outa 
| ward-things,,.andis in'pain ;.andthings: 
i greated 


"4 
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crearéd, it is neceffar'y that the right ey¢) 
be employed in contemplation. 


CuHap.' 8, ‘ 


Whether in this life eternal happinefi 
may be tafted, 
T isa queftion whether the foule whilft| 
it is in the body, ‘may proceede fo faras 
to behold eternity and rective a tafte of 
eternal] ond everlafting “‘happinefle ? ufue 
ally it is denyed, and fo it is true if you uns 
derftand it after this manier? $6 lorig as 
the foule doth-behold the body , and thefe} 
things which belorigto thie body }’astime | , 
and things which’ are created » and doth 
contorme and tingle himfe'fe with them, 
this cannot be, for to the end the fouile may 
(Mifcerne or behold eternity’, it is neéefa 
) that it be pure and See from al] refemblane 
) ces, and from all things cre:tedy and efpes 
‘ eially. that it be fepixated from it felfes 
’ Andthisthing neverbefellin thishfe. Bur 
( Saint Dewees thinketeit maybe doheas 
24 : . may 
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, nay be gathered out of his wor ds COT ee 
by, which arethele ; To beheld divine fer| 
prets, itis neceflary that thou abancon thy} 
fins and whatfoever can be perceived by | 
thy fenfes, reafonalfo, and the a¢tions of} 
reafon, and whatfoeyer can be eechived | 
Nand known by reafon , whether 1t be cre~ \ 


~~ 


-atedor uncreated , and that thou goe and |.. 


\pafle out of thy felfe , and fre m the know=| 
tledge of all things whieh I have mentio- 
M “ned, and fo come into that one unite of | 
him who is above all nature and know- / 
edge, thus far hee. Now if this could not 
befall man, why doth heteach it , or why 
doth he {peake to man ? ei" further 
“know , that a certain Mafter faith upon 
"thefe words of Saint Dennis, That itdoth 
( "come topafle, thatitdoth often befall man 
" that he verily thinketh that he doth fee and 
' , behold i itas often as he will , and there is 
* no fuch afpeét, but that it is riiore excellent, 
i dearer to God, and more worthy then 
i whatfoeyer all ‘things created’ as created 
can performe. 
i Cuar. 
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That cood excepe 
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That ood, except itbe inamap 5 thy 


not makewman bappie. 


AX EE mult ‘elpecially obferye any 
'Y. know that no Creature , no Pool 


no, not the gaodit felfe, whichis God, det 


makerman , or the foule endued with very 


tue good or bleficd , fo long as it is withog 
theloule , and the fame.we muift thinkel 


Ginne erinalice, and therefore although . 


bea good thing to enquire and {eatch, 


alfotoknow what good men have dont" 


¢ and know what, and 
of what Kinde the fate. of his own. lifes, 


“and what Godis., and wouldand doth in 


him, and in what thing God is willnigall 


unwilling to ufe him. Thereforesthis allo 
astrue which is Gid thatie is never. fo good 
;>togoeabroad, butit is better to remain gat 
eo the =e oe | Siptereeaar waseiss Sie 
home 5.» Thisalfo is to be Known > thate- 
rece ternal) 


it. be in man, Ob. 1g 


resnall hi prinels js in that oncly,one, and 
ip oths é and that man orhis fovle, fhould 


sither be ior become bleffed , itis 1ecef Na~ 
»that that onely thing fhould be in th e<F 
oule. Some will aske what is that one ~ 
ood > Tanfwer, it is good,or to Ke made 
good, and, yet it 1s neither this nor that 
300d * hich can’ be named, known, of 
chewed, butallo, and above a Neither 
As itneedfull chat it fhould now again enter 
‘into the foule, for it is already in it; though 
fuknown : When itis {aid, that itis meete | 
, we Wwe fhould cometo it, and that it fhould 
‘come into the foule, it is as muchas if you 
fhould fay, weought to fecke it , haye thes 
fecking ou t of it, and fmellin git out : And 
sbecaute: it 1S bast one , unity and fmplicity 
vis better then multitude , for bleffedneffe is 
inot placed in many and mul lritude, but in 
“oneand unitie, neither is itin any thing 
| gftvated or in the bis of any created 
thing Ct aus I may {peake briefly,), but 
bleffedie effc is, onely 32 ced in God, and his 
: ; Worle, wherefore ought to have refpeat 


, to Godand his worke onely, and torelims 
7 quifh 
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cuifh ll naturall things with their work 
and chicfly my felfe, yea’ further, all work? 
or miracles, which either Ged hath dom 
or ever may doe, in or by the natureotaft” 
things, yea < Ifo. God himfelfe with all hi 
Pocancfle, as he is without me , and com 
iy ar 
mcth tome, doth not make mebleffed, bil F 


—«;> ashe is within me, and1s known, loved! 
=? | ain Ie, ane is Known, foyer 


=~ felt, and perceiyed by me. 


CHAP. Io. 


Of the defire of ee who be Ni 


illuminate 


Ow itis to be obferved , that thok E 

who be illaminated with the true? 
light,do know that whatfoever they them 
felves can defire or make choice of or whats 
foeyer hath been defired ,chofen, or knowl 

at anytime of any creature at all ¢ a5 itis} ‘ 
a. cr€ature ) is nothing if 1 be compared to 
that eternall good ; again; forfaking all de. 
fires and choice, they dee commit es re 
crre 


who be ruuminatea 2X 


stre themfelves and all their aétions tothe 
ternall good then there remayneth in them 

i deGre to advance and bring themfelves 
teeter to the cternall good that is,toa nece 
‘et knowledge and more ardent Jove , and 
1 more ready fubmiffion and entire fubje- 
Stion and obedience. So that every illumi~ 
qate man may be able to fay of this manner, 
[could wih I were the fame to the eternall 
ood thata mans hand is to himé€lfe : And 
fuchmen doe always feare that they are not 
become fuffciently {ubjectunto it, they do 
alfo defire the falvation of allmen, and yet 
they arefree from this defire , neither doe 
they challenge it to themfelyes, as under- 
ftanding fufficiently that this defire doth 
‘not belong to man,but tothe eternal good, 
for whatioever is good, that no manoueht 
to arrogate to himfelf, becaufe it bele ngeth 
“tothe erernall good : Belides thefe kinde 
"of men do livein freedom, fo that without 
'feare either of punifhmentor hell, ot hope 
, of reward, or of the Kingdom of heaven; 
, they livein meer fubjection and obedience 
, tothe &eryali good ; and that with a tree 
lave 


29 of the aefire of thofe, cre. ‘ 
love : This was perfe@ly in Chrift; and isiq 
histollowets. infomie more in fome [afte 
Trisa miferable thing, “thar Whereas thy y 
éterniail good doth firnith and fir us up a 
that which is mott excellent? wee are tm 
wiilling to entertain its for’ what fs mote 
éxcellent?” then true{pirituall Bove rty,ang 
yet when itis fee before us wee Will toned a 
it: We would (as I may fo fpeak) be ove "i 
wily, fo that if we but fecl a delicate tafteh 
fweetneffe and pleafire inout elves . wet 
thinke itis wel] with us, and that wee love 
God, bit if this be wanting, w eare infor) 
tow and doforget God, and think weeate 
andone ; which is 4 ercat farde-and an il 
figne : fora true lover doth as mech log 
God and the eternal! good in. want’ as if 
Plenty, and alike in’ Dittctnele as in pleas}, 
lure; and foin the re Ect eyery man. exe} 
amine humiclf 4a thelethings.. 4 
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Car, tr 


of Hell, and of the Kinedome of. 


Heaven. 


Hefoubof Chrift was to difcend into 
hell, bofore at could afcend inte hea= / 
“en, and the fame mutt befal" the Wille of} 
jan, But confider how this mutt be done, | 
“ais. then. comes. to" paffe when ‘a mah’) 
“noweth and beholdeth himielfe, andfin-| 
eth himfelfefo evil! cas that Beis unWor- 
‘ay of allicomfort and good thatmighe be-| 
“ll him fromn'God 6r the creatpre’: Forther’) 
‘e thinketh nothing elfe of himfelfe but 
‘hat heiis perpetiially damned and loft, and‘ 
“hat to:be léfle then hie #8 Wore hy of;and: he 
“‘hinks himéelfe w orthy of more calamities 
Yhen-can befall him in this life, andthatit 
‘srightand juft that all things fhould fall’ , 
stoffe upon him, aridbring' grief and tor= } 
nenttohim all whichis k iq fe themhe de= | 
erveth; yea he ritpel eth st to be juft that 
he fhou fd’be damned for ever, and become 
ithe footttoole ofall the Devils in heli: olf 


which 
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which notwithftending is leffe then he 
worthy of. Neither will he or canh 
coaceive any comfore or deliverance eithe 
from God or from the creatures, butik 


neither doth he waywardly beare damiil t 
tion and pain, for that itis equal and ju 
and net contrary but agreeing to Gal 
will, therefore he doth love it, and takell i 
ingood part, notbearing unwillingly 
thing but hisown finne and ungodiinefi jt 
becaufe thatis unjuft and contrary to Gall 1 
this doth grieve and trouble his mindesan p 
thisis called true penitence forfin, andhy } 
that doth inthis lifefo come into hell, tht } 
fame man after this life doth come into 


attain fuch a tafte as poflefleth all che jayt 
and pleafure , as cither hath orcan befallijd! 
menin thislife from any temporall th 


and as jong as a. man is thus in hell, neithl u 
God nor the creatures can comfort Auiml t 
even (as itis written) Jn hell there gem 
rederprion, ofthigchine ose faid fe 


d tie, Z five without comfirt, being ai 
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\ both within and without , I defive of none 
Orhat T may be delivered: Now God hath 
not forfaken mar in'this Hell but taketh 
him to himnfelf, ‘fos man defites nothing 
but the aernall good , and uniderftandeth 
rhe eternal good to’ be’ above teafure 
teood {and this is his pleafite., peace, joy, 
wireftand fatis fadtion + and when man doth 
timétregard or defire any thing bit theeter= 
wnal] good it comes to pafietar the peace, 
ujoy; “ret, pleafure, andallfuch like things 
wasdo belong to the eternall geod become 
pving;! and fo ina is in che! Kingdcme of 
Heaven): This Hell-and this Kingdeme of 
Heaven are toogood' and fafe wayes for 
eimman in this? life pwhich whofcever re 
iifihde out tightly atid ‘well is: happy? 
|) ahie Hell beh warehd.< but this Khiodome 
ae Heavendorh reanayne for éveraBefides 
nan moftmark thar Whileheis ithis Hef 
| pothiig ca an comfort hin; neither’ can hee 
: hinke ’ that hee ever fha W bedelivéred or 
| pomforted 2 againic And whan heeis in this 
{ "King Omelof Heaven there is.ne thing car 
‘ute of obje6t. him neithercan' hice believe 
C that 


Uy 
{v 
Y 


ob Of Hell: and.of the 


that heecan\be hurt.ot difcomfort, audiyet 
after, this hell, hee is.comforted.and deliye, 
sed,” and. after this hleaven-heeis troubled 
and deprived.of comfort: Now. thisHdl 
and this. heavenly. Kingdome- doth befill 
man, foas-heeknoweth not-when st-cone 
meth, neither canmamby his owne-mean 
door omit any ching whereby they thou 
either. come or-depart: from:him,. neither 
can.man give or sake away. from  himfell 
either of thiefe, or take orlofethem, buti 
Gomes.to pafle hereas.it, is writteng Th 
seinde (of; {pitit) -A/aveth. where it lifeth 
and thonkeateft the fompdshereof : (soatis, 
when it 1s ptelent). but knowef? wor sehen 
6 commeth , nor whether i¢ goeth. And 
when. aman is; ifi,either-ofithefe hee isda 
goodcale, and hee may beas fafeiin Hellas 
mHeaxen,, and, fodong,as) mianis inthis 
life; he may often pafle out of théione inte 
theiother,, yea, within aday.and aight 
and{ometimes| oftner , and. that-iwithol 


Bienflf buswhen man is inareithes 
he. is conyerfant, with the creatures, na 
wandreth hither and thither, anddne 


= 


Of true. Peace, 


not which way totum him, whereforehe 
ought never to let: thefetwo, things goout 
of his minde, 


Cww Ps. 12. 
Of true Peace. 


M Any fay that they can have no peace 


nor ref{t , but are in continuallcon- 
' $i with many. adverfaries, calamities, 
| gtiefs.and forrows: If you will confider 
| the truth of this, matter. after'this manner, 
 the.very. Devill might -have\peace if all = 
, things: were carried..after. his, will, and 
choice: For thiscaufe wee muft matkeand 
obferye the peace which Chrift did leave 
unto his Difciples athis lat paflage, whem 
hee faith, AZy peace give unto yous, not 
fuch ai the world giveth, give I usto:you, 
| for the world deceiveth-with her gifts. But 
swhat, peace then is that whereof Chrift -. 
fpeaketh? Surely that:which is.inwardy¢ 1 
which doth pierce and. breake through al 
calamities, adverfities, troubles: miferies*} 
Coy an> 
d 


28 ” Of true Peace. 


and infatnies; and all fuchlike; foasa man 
in allthefe fhovld be joyfull and patient as 
Chrifts Difciples were , and not they but 
al all the eleét friends of God and the 
true imitators of Chrift : Wherefore per 
{wade thy felf,.af auy man.confer his loye, 
diligence and endeyours in.and upon this 
thing, hee may fuffciently know the true 
and erernall peace (which is God)as much 

as iSpeffible for a creature. 
Thiulerusfaith , There as forme in this 
life, who over-foone for f-ke theér imagiti An 
tions before the truth hath freed them from 
them, and they doe fet themf-lves at literty, 
therefore can they hardly or not at all attain 
tothe truth, The workct God then‘and 
his Commandement moying and 2dmoni« 
fhing 0 *ght always to be diligently obfer- 
ved ard nor the worke command and ad- 
monitioa of men. New wee multknow 
thatromncan be illuminated except his 
firlt be purged, clenfed and freed’, and flue 
ther that nomanrcan beunited with God, 
execpt hee firft be illununated , wherefore 
there‘are threeswayes , firit ; purgaci- 
on; 
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on | fecondly, illumination 5 and thirdly, 
unition. 


C war, 13. 


of the fall of Adam, and the 
amendment by Chrift. 


Hatfoever died and was loft.in 

MV Adam , the fame is quickned and 
revived again in Chrift: Likewife what- 
{cever did rifeandlive in Adam, the fame 
perifhed and died: in Chratt + But what is 
that? fay itis true obedicnee and difobe- 
dienée,, And what is truc obedience} Ifay 
it is this. , arman ought fo far taconG{t and 
to be abfolute without felf-will , and (est 
may fo ipeake ). being I, that hee feeks.and 
eftcems himie:f (and what hess in allamate 
~ ters) nomore then if he wetenot at all and 
that heeconceiyes no better of himfelf, nor 
efteems no more of himfelf, andvall that.is 
hisand all creatures then if hee wete notat 
al}; what then is'that thing which is to be 
C 3 cheemed 


andthe amendment by Chrift. 


efteemed and valued? I anfwer it isthat 
only one thing which is called God, and 
thisistrue obedience in verity, and foit 
falleth out in bleffed eternity that in no 
thing is fought jefteemed,or loved but that 
one, nor any thing accounted worthy, but 
the fame one ;‘From Whence it may be ga. 
thered what difobedienceis(viz.) whena 
man doth attribute any thing to himfelf, or 
tuppofeth that hee is fornething,knoweth 
andis able to-do fomething, and regardeth 
himfelf andhis own ends: inbufineffe, le. 
veth himfelf:&c, 
Man'was and is created unto true“obe- 
~dience ;&}doth owe the-fame untoGed,and 
as .this obedience wasloftand perifhed an 
Adam {0 it revived and flourifhcd againin 
Chrift : But difobedience arofe and hivedin 
Adam, but died in Chrift, And furely the 
humanity of Chrift was, and conffteth fo 
far forth wholly and entirely without itfelf 
and all other things as no other ereatute 
confifted at any time in like manner ,and 
was no other: thing but ‘a certaine manGon 
and habitation of Ged: of the it never 


chal- 


of the falt of Adam, 32 
challenged any thing to itfelf, nay , it did 
not challenge she vety:Divinity to it felfe, 
Whereof it was 2 habitation, nor any of 
thefe things which the Divinity willed, or 
refufed in it ,nor any ofthofe things which 
in the humanity either befell or were fuffe- 
red , foas in the humanity there was nei- 
ther atrogation, fecking, nor défire, faving 
only afeeking and defire, how ‘and after 
what manner it might fatisfie the Divinity, 
— andothat very defire the humanity didnot 
attribute to it (lfes OF this knowledge 
more cannotbe tpoken or Written in this 
place for it is unipeakable , neither was it 
ever yet difcovered nor fhall be fully ex- 
preffed, fort is fuch athing aseannot be 

{poken or written , but-of him who 
is the felf-fame thing ; and 


knoweth it. 


CHAP. 


What the old 


Clary 14 9 108 


What. the.old and new 
Man i. oe 

His is alfo to be obferved:-when mem 

tion is made ofthe oldand new man, 

the matter is, thus to be underflood, theold 
man 15 Adam, difobedienee, felfncfle egoi- 
ty, &c... But themew Manis. -Chriftand 
obedience... When wefpeak of dyiig, pe- 
nifhing, and the like,’ we muft thus under: 
ftandit, It is neceflary that thecld-man be 
brovghtto nought; and shen and-where 
this comes topafte in the civirelgit, thete 
the new man is borne again : alto whenit 
18 faid, That man muft dye in himfelf, itis 
asmuch as if you fhould fay, it is neceflery 
that himfelf, or egoity fhould dye;$. Paul 
fayth Put off the old man with Lis works and 
put onthe xew man who is made and fra 
tied according unto God : Hee that lives in 
{clfneffe, and aceordin $ to the old man, hee 


is 


7 


and new Man. w. 33 


js, and is called the fonne of Adam, and 
ath power oft cfpecially , and in very 
thuth to live with him, and.is alfo the fonne 
and brother of the Devil: but he thatlives 
in obedicnce and in the new man. he is the 
brotherof Chrift and theSon of God. 
Now when the old man dycs, and the 
» pew than is botn, there thence arifeth anew 
» birth, of which Chrift fayth , E-cepr yee 
» be borne again , yee fhall not enter into the 
« Kingdome of God: Saint Pawl alfo fayth, 
Even asin Adam ail men doe dye, even [o 
> im Chrift are all revived. Asif hefhould 
, fay, Whofoever doth tcllow Adam in-dif- 
+ Obedience , they are dead and fhall never 
» liye againe but in Chrift 3 thatis, in obedi- 
pence y >the cavfeisthis ) as leng asman is 
| Adam, oshis Som, hee iswithout God: 
, Chrift faith, Hee shar 1s not with mee , 18 
(vagainft mee’, hee therefore that is againft 
God is:dead before God. but hee that is 
witlvChriftin obedience , hee isand bveth 
with Ged Thisisalto writen firristhis, 
. invhen the creature doth avertittelfe fiom 
theCreatour , and is‘like unto it, and the 


5 very 


4 What the old 
very {fame.._For ,whofoever isin difobedi 
ence is infin, neyther fhall Gn ever-be coy 
tected or amended, -but by turning tobe 
dience, and as long.as aman liveth indi 
obedience , finis. never, corrested Nor. 
nehded in, him, do he,what he can, whid 
is to be knowne by this,, : becanfe difobedi. 
ence is fin it felf. ‘But if man doe-returny 
' “true obedience all faults are corrected , 4. 
vamended,and pardoned, but otherwite thi 
cannot conic to paffe, 
Aematterworthy to be obferved , ifthe 
Deyill couldcome.to.true obedience, het 
thould-becomean Angell, and,all his fan 
and,wickedneflefhould -be corrected , ia. 
mended, and. at once forgiven’; Alfo. if an 
Angell could retume to difobedience 5 rhee 
fhould prefeney become,a Devill, although 
che fhoulddona other thing. 
T£-it-could; come to pafle that any.man 
apie wholy.and.abfolutely cat off him. 
ikelt, fo-asthat heelived without dibehin 


in tate obedienceas the humanity of Chrit 
swas, then he thould be yord of :himfelfand 
one with -Cheitt ; 'and fhould be the me 


and new wan i. 35 
bygrace whieh Ghrift.was by nature > Bue 
amendeny tat this ean be done, andtheree 
fore fay, no man is void of Gin , howfoever 
it-bexhisiis éxident that the neetera man 
approacheth co thisobedience, fo much the 
JefleGin is invhien.,, and the! further hee is 


- £yom it, the more fine hath 9 Finally, thac 
aman fhouldbegood; beter, orbeftof all, 


evil worle; or thew osft ofall } icondem- 


- ned, orbleflediof God, allconfilteth in this 


obedience or ifobedience.: “This ‘alfo is 


_awritven,-theimoredelf-ends and egoity, the 


nore there is,of Anand »unrighteo effe 


andthe leffentherdis of the one:, the greae 


ger. want théreis of theothers Phis alfois 
written , the moxe that my felfe-doth de- 
create (thatiis, egaity orfelfneffe) the more 
doth insme;jnereatethend of God, thavis, 

God, himfelf 
If all men,wexein use, obedience, there 
would. bethennoipain nor mifery, butonly 
that,which isipseache¢i: by:the fenfes , and 
shatfhould.be eaficand otto! be complai-~ 
rgdiof = which may bethus proyed’;-for f 
that.fhould come-to pafieall men-would be 
mn 


What ws. the. 


inconcord |, neithet would one prieveot 
hurt another’, neither would any man live 
or doeany, thing which: were! contran 
to God? But’ now alas ; “all the Wor 
aad omen irothe World are ‘in odifober 
dience ,. and. if ‘any man were wholly 
and fyneercly obedient pas wee. believe 
that Chrifbwasi): ahd-as héhwas’ indeed 
{elfeconld fot!hive been Chritt )vallinien 
would ‘be difobédicnt‘to' this! man > and 
would put himto.albbittcrncffe andimife. 
tableforrow; for alb men would becontran 
to him, which-welmay-underftand by this’ 
For thatman in: this obedierice! flstild'be 
one with God j andGod hinfelf fheuldbe 
there man himfelf.. Now alt Gilobedience 
‘iseontiaty to God, and-is nothing elfe 
Tn wery ideed | thiene iis: nothing hep: 
to God , neither creature jor! wor: 
of thesgreature» > ox -whatfoevet can’ be 
Mamed or: thovghr , there die none of 
thele Lay, contrary to.God , orchutcan 
difpleafe himbutonly difobedierices Buta 
‘difobedicne man isto difplealant write /hiiti, 
and contwary ;!-add (Sod. complaynerh & 
much 
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i much of him,that whereas man doth grieve 
: and hath a feeling of thofe things which 
" becontraty to him, that Codwculd wile 
, linely endure 4 howdred deaths that hee 
i might “kill cifobediente jn man, and be- 
i get there agame his*owne obedicnce : 
i And althovgh no man be fo wholly and 
i fyncere'in' this obedience-as Chrift vas; 
i yet itmay come topaffe that forme andy 
| approach fo snecre unto lit’as tocbe made 
:and called>, 2nd {orrorbe Divine. and 
» God: And the nceeet that man dotl come 
{ uritout,:and the more heeis. madevDigine 
j and: Ged prallbdifobedience » favcand iim 
) juftice ts the more trénblefometohim and 
4 grieveth him being hard toendures Difo- 
 bedience and fin is the fame thingy there 
400) ISNOdin but difobedienee:, land 

* that ewhich proceedethy 
from lite yr: 


Lb 


Thas aman ought.to 


CHa. 19: 1 ts 
“That &. man ought to attribute 
good to God, and evillto. 


himfelfe. 


Rferve that which now fhalkbetho 
ken, there be dome amen which doe 
fuppofeiand fay, that they are fo far mort 
fied, anid g6ne out ofithemfelyesthar they 
may, leada life.void ot forrow ,andftce from 
aligri¢vances , even asifmen wercimthis 
obedience , or.asifthey wereno creatuiess 
‘AMo:thatthey mayread.an eafieandifweet 
life whereby.sopleafe their mindes,andia 
all things whatioever give. themfelys.who- 
ly topleafires j;-butSurely it is nexfo, for, 
their cftate isno othesithensis beforehaid; 
It is true, it would-besfo if all men were 
indued with obediencé, but they are not 
fo, and again, this cannot be, But fome 
man will{ay , furely man ought to be free 
from all things , and not to attribute any 
thing to himfelfe , which is tes 

ba 


¢ 
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bad? Ianfwer, no man ought to attribute 

any good to himéelfe, for that is proper on- 
_ lyto God andhis goodneffe, but that man 
hath, grace. and erernall ‘tewatd , who is 

fired thereunto being aptand prepared to 

bethe houfe and habitation of the eternal] 

good andidiyinity , fo.as it may-exercife in 
» bam without hindrance, ithe power, will, 
(and work of itfelfe ; .butafman willex- 
». ercife himfelfe , and attribute noneevill to 
) dhumfelte , bur decline :to the devill and 
¢ wickedneffe , then I fay, that blame, infae 
; mie, and setldc taster a damna- 
» ton isduetofuch a man, for that he is.fite 
4 ted.and prepared, and accommodated unto 
s this, that the deyill , deceit, dying,andall 
y other wickedneffe , . might have ‘the.tall 
, feope, power, worke, and didcourle,in.him, 
, and thathe might be the houfe.andhabita- 
» Monthercof. 


Cu ag. 


fe40 That the Chriftian 


CHap. 16. 


That she chriftian life isthe bef, 


7 Eoucht'alfo to obferve and kno 

that no lifeis fo excellent, gooty 

and fo'beloveil “of God, as’ the’ fife a 
Chrift which notwithftanding is the mol 
bitter Ifeto all nature and {clfneffe ; alfor 
diffolutefrce life is moft pleafant to natury 

» felfneffe, andegoitre , yer it is not the bel 
and moft excellent; but it may be mace the 
beft infomed men ; and although’ thelifed 
Chrift be oft bitter , yer it is the befthe 
loved. ‘fall , as from henee may appet, 
beéauife that is the knowlege whereby the 
<trieand'fimple pcod is difeerned | whith 
“goods north of that, but the fame whet 
of Saint Pasl {peoketh, Whew that which 
# perfelt andientire is come,then all divi 
and imperfcEtion {hall be aboli{hed , whieh 

° fefiterice'is thus to be taken, that whichis 
perieéct 1s fupcriour to all diyifion, andevt 


sy thing which isdiyided and — 


life -w the beft. Al 

nothing in comparifon of that which is 
erfe&t, Thus alio fhall all knowledge 
* that which is divided, be abolifhed, 
"ben and where that which is perfect is 
aown. It is needful! alfo that it be folo- 
bdy'as that’ the other love, wherewith a 
nan’doth love Kinfelfe and all cther things: 
¢ wholy abolifhed , and this knowledge 
voth alfo difcerne what is beft‘and moft 
ccellent iv evety thing, andloyeththat in 
ne true good: ‘and tot rio other carfebut 
‘or the'true ‘good , and Wheré'this know- 
tdge is, there is perceived that thelife of 
thrift is bet and moft cxcellent, and 
therefore alfo ro be loved of all, and wil- 
mg'y had and borne , not regardirg whee 
mer it be fweet or fower; acceptable or 
tovblefome to nature. Befides it 1s tobe 
wblerved; thatin what menthistruc geod 
3 known, there it is neceflary that the life 
yf Chrift(rould’be; and remain thto the 
geath ofthe body, hethat thinketh other- 
Wwifcis deeeiyed and he that {feakethother- 
iv felyeth, and in whom thelifeef Chnift 
-s not, he neither knoweth’ the ‘true God, 
tor truth it felfe. CHaP. 


= 42 Of the way to. Chrift, | 


cogR 


Crap. 27, 


an 
Of the may to Chrift, 


Et. noman conceive that. he -¢aq) 

tain to this true light andiknow 

and the life of Chrift by many quefi 
‘hearing, reading, or ftudying , or by. 
dent hard {ciences, and learning , Ore 
fite natura | reafon, I will fay farther | 
long asman_retaineth any thing off 
thing , or doth hold any thing in effet 
dove, defire or ftudy.it , or keepeth itinh 
chands, whatfoever thatis, whetherit| 
man himfelfe.or any thing elfe he attain 
mot untothis : ThisChnift afirmeth wh 
hefaith, Lf chow wilt follow me , fafa 
thyfelfe andcome after me. And she th 
doth-not forfike himielf and his ownli 
and dothnot leave and Joofe it AS not we 
thy of me, neyther can hebemy Dufip 
The meaning of which words is this)! 
that doth snot forfake and abandon 3 
things can neyer know.me truly , nor att 
: } i: ea 
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iy life ¢ And fay that this had never bin 

ered: by the mouth of imam, yet ttuth 

aketh by itfelf,, for this isastrue as the 
ith it IF > But folong as-man doth leve 

art, aid aportion only and efpecially 
Lafelf and doth makeaccount andefteem 
hit, /heisforfar blinded that hiee knoweth 
¢ good but fuch:asis:moft profitableanth = _ 
wating to himfelt -andthofethings which 
¢his,this ‘I fay heaccounteth of and holds 
ipitideare. 
i 


i) 
ul 


: Crap. 18, 


ki 
Ghat the life of Chrift envyed 


" of humaue wifdome. 


i! 
«A. Ndbecaute the-life of Chrift is moft 
i Abitier to all felfneffe and egoity 5 
jnercfore for the obtayning of the fame, it 
sneceffary that all felfneffe and naturall e- 
goity, perifh, dye, and be utterly forfaken. 
Thereforealfoevery mans nature doth ab- 
horse 
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horre this life. fuppofing. it to beeyill 
juft, ‘ardfoolifh, ard embrecinga lify 
Ung it iclf and unpleafant , ‘and fichjy 
blindneffe that he doth held: it for theh 
“You fee thatthere is no life fo pleafant, 
agrecable tonature as that whichco 
eth of liberty and diffoluteneffe : Th 
forenaturecleayeth to this , enjoying j 
herown fleth, peace;and trancuillity,9g 
- 4o all things which areher ow. And 
comes to pafle efpecially in them who 
endued with excellent naturallreafon F 
this doth climbe fo high, and ftandeth} 
in her own light, asthat thee thinkethh 
{elf to be that eternzil and true light , 
deth challerge.to her {elf tobe theh 
and being deceived in her felf, deceiveth 
thers with her ff who know no ber 
ter thing being thereyntoalfo 
enchned, 


. The fiate of 4 Chriftian 45 
| The frate of a Chriftian ss nos 3 
to be expreffed. 


Ere ferme man will aske inwhat e-) 
tate that man is ‘who followeththe 
cote as mucti as is poffible to him ?| 
lw horn I willanfwer , that this can ne= 
‘truly be faid; and w hy {o:? becaufe that 
who isnot thethingcannot fay it, Hey-"\ 
i¢ can he that is it and-knoweth itfpeake 
‘But if any defire to know it, let him exs) 
& untill he be the thing. 

Further, I belreve that his outward con- 
tation and manners are fuch that he is 
able of Whatfoever is fitting arid-conye- 
ont to be done, or not to be done: But 
there: not sone luft‘of maa who: fayth, 
Twill fo Ttoimmand ;this he is not cas 
ble of , “but man perfwadeth hitnfelfe 
at many things’ are fitting and ought tor 
Fdene, whicti + iétuviehiftannd: ing’ are foule® 
bd notinicete to be done; Ifa mans own >| 

Ade covetioulncie,or any other vite, © 
‘Micnelty provoke him to:doe of oinit pet 
thing 
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For egoity and felfireffe belotig wholly 


the Devil... Now in one or two wor 
things may behereexprefied xy hich 1h 
Hererehes fed in fomany «words, Even'th 
Be thou wholly.and plainly-withont} 
felf, And. yet this: matter is mote fullya 
better declared: and diftinguifhed ma 
words. 700m 
Now fememan will ay, Vahrunp 
red.for thele-things , therefore this ca 
be denice inmet , and fo men findeout-£ 
excufe? To which weemay thus arfit 
that man isnot» ready and unpreparedit 
his. own fault For ifuianwould mihdem 
do.nothmg but in all chings attend hispr 
paration ,.and.erdevour that heemig 
Prepared , furely'God would. prepare hit 
fufkeicntly.and would, adde, fo muchiloy 
diligence :-ind: ftucy.te that prepataciia 
fhotld be fi faciennt pomtennto: him 
ingnow prep rel) all thefe good sthit 
yet there are-certaine wayes Whichleadl 
hithet,eccord ing: co thecommion fying) 
any men dofirexo learne any Art: vwber 
he 1s ignorant, there arefoure thingsitcqn 
i 
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edto the learning of it. The firft (which 
fall js che moftnéceffaty) is eoreat r deGire, 
iligence and endeyour continually that it 
jight be done, if this be abfent the matter 
‘il never be attained, Thefecondis that 
‘ou have fome thing. w hereby to leat. 
“he. third, is , chats yourcarcfully and dili- 
snily ob rat, attend andrreverence your 
Aafter. The fourth, that your felfe do alfe 
“terprize and exercife thatsthin 5 Andaf 
y of thefe be wanting; youlfhelmever be 
ble, to learn or-attaiti sie Art.Bven fuch is 
iemanner, of this prepetatienly and: hee 
lathashthe,fisft, that-is; diligence, anda 
“sntinuall and ferious defire to gain theend. 
"¢ doth icek and find\all things which a ap= 
eitains, are neceflary and profitable for 
i im. And.hejthatufeth notdiligence and 
_oth neither loyenoridefire hee mthe “rtier 
idedoth not feeks,and chetefore doth not 
jade, and without doubt: remayneth un= 
“tepatest noficyer commeth to theend. 
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CHAP. 216 
Of the way unto the life 
of Chrift. 


3 bev are certain ways and prepa 
ons prefcribed likewife towards this, 
which ate that wee ought to be Gods ph. 
tients , and toyield obedience; duty and 
fubjeétion unto him which is true, for ifas 
hy man could attain unto'the end ; whith 
may be had and compaffed ierthis life’, he 
fhould be trulyscpesfeQly endowed withal 
thefechings.But he thatovent & wil fafie 
Ged muftalfo faffer ‘all things, that’is,God 
aad himfelfe; and the nature of all things 
None excepted : And ‘heé that ovght and 
willbe obedient ;’ fubje& and duitifull to 
God; mutt expreffe his obedience,’ duty, 
and fubjeétion only by fuffering and not bj 
doing; alfo all things in generall aretobe 
endured and fuffered of him in filence, and 
by petfeverance in the inward-fences of Mis. 
minde, and quiet and fill bearing. Andin 
all thefethinys wee ought neither to pe 
“ec, hi P, 
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¢lp,nor tomakeexcule, nor to {lander a- 
ny, nor to act revenge, butin all things fay 
with a true, loving, and fabniffive mercy, 
Father , forgive them , for they know wot 
mbat they do. This truly: would prove a 
pcod Ww ay, and an excellent preparative to- 
wards the farthelt cnd, that man can attain 
unto.in this life, which is the beloved life of 
Chrift : For in the life of Chrift the afore 
named wayes exift , and are obferyed fill 
and perfectly evento theend of the bodily 
life , avherefore there’ is none other eyther 
moce better ot more prepared. way for him 
that loyeth the life of Chrift , then tolive 
and follow thefame , and to exercife him- 


felf in it & far as he may orcan 2 It isalree~ 


dy fer down. in. part what is hereunto re 


guired, and whatfoever is fayd eytherhere 


‘or elf where is all the way, } or the meanes 


' of the way to obtaynthe right end ;. but 


j 
; 


what theendis .no-1ran ¢an tell. If any 


‘ mandefire to:know it, Jet him go-the right 
' wayto it, that is, by the life of Chritt,’ 
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In. what Man true 
Cbrifh-s. 
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Et thete’ are’ wayes to the Kfe of 
Chrift as we have already faid,when 
and wherein God and manare joynedto. 
gether , fo that it may be truly faidy and 
truth it felfe may acknowledge 13) that the 
trueand perfeét God; ‘and true and perfel 
man are one, and man doe fo yield and give 
placeunto Ged , that God himfelfe there 
isman,and that God alfo be there prefent 
and wotk alone, and doe and leave undong 
any th ing -avithout any I, tome; mineand 
the like , where thefe things‘are nd exift; 
there is true Chrift-and no where elle: 
Thérefore fincethat here is true and pafa 
man, here is alfo perfeet: {ence“of pleature 
and pain: loveand adverfity andalbthings 
that.can be feltor made tiyall of eytherim 
wardly or outwardly. And becaufe God, 
there is alo map him@lf he can unde 
an 
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and know , Jove and other things df that 
kinde ,. and everras, man who is not'Ged 
can feel and know all things which do pro- 
cure pleafirre and forrow to man,and efpe- 
cially thefe things which are contrary to 
himielf, after che fame manner it commetly 
to pafle where God and man are all one, 
and yct God is man himfelte , there are all 
things felt which are contrary to God and 
man , and evenas man 1s there brought to 
nothing and God isall, fo hapneth it to 
‘him in that thing which 1s contrary to man 
and doth grieve him , that is, it i$ alfo 
brought to nothing and this ought to con- 
tinue from God as Jong 2 corrorall and 
naturall life doth daft. This alfoas-tobe 
obferucd, that that one thing where God 
and inan are united together , doth confit 
Without it fF and without allthings and 
4s free from allthings, thatis, itis tor God 
and not forman or the creatures , for it is 
‘the property of God ‘to confilt , vanid be 
without this or that, without felfitefle., E- 
goity, and thé like; but it isthe property of 
the cteatare to feck and will { in all things 

D3 which 
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which it doth or leayeth undone) himielfi 
or thofe thirgs which are his owne, aij 
this, or that, here, or there ; When ther 
fore the creature or man doth locfe ot hy 
off his own felfneffe or himfelf, it comesti}. 
paffe that God entreth into him with hy 

own (that is) with his felfix fle. 


CHAp. 23. 
+ What it # to be richin [pirit? 


Tis alfo is to be confidered, after tha 

man hath paffed over all that wa) 
which deadech him to the truth , and hath 
exercifed himfelfe therein, and hath fue 
red fomuch aff iGion, and fo long, as that 
new. hee. thinketh -bimfelfe wholly {pant 
dead sand goncout cf himfelfe, and given 
oyer whoily unto Ged : Then doth th 
Deyiil firtt begin to fow his feed in him, 
from whichiced two ftuits arife, one d 
whielvis.p r tual r.ches: orfpirituall pride, 
the other is inordinate falfe liberty : Thee 
axetwo fiftcrs who ordinarily and willing. 


ly 
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ly frecuent together : and this hapncthaf- 
ter this manner: The Deyall doth {0 puffe 
up man, as.that he doth fuppofe he is come 
to the higheft exaltation, fo,as now hee 
ftandeth in no more need cf Scripture , or 
any other thing, and generally that hee is 
beconie fuch a one as wanteth nothing, 

hence there arifeth in hima great cheer- 
fulncff€ and peace, whereupon it felloweth 
that hee {peakerh aftcr thismanner, goe to 
snow, Lam aboye all men ; and know and 
underftand more then the whole world, 
‘and therefore it is mectand right that I be 
' God of all creatures, and that al} creatures 
 & efpecially man fheuld ferye me, & wer- 
fhip, asd belubjeét to me: This hee feck- 
‘eth & willingly receiveth fro.n al! creatures 
and ¢fpccially from man , and in his owne 
conceit he is worthy ofall thefe,and thinks 
ech theyare due to him , and hee doth ac- 
count2limenas bealts, and whatfoever is 
{i chas that can yield unto his bedy , flefh, 
ard nature; delight, pleafure, and content; 
hethinks himfe.f worthy of it, and that he 
| feckth and receiveth whenfocy.r heec 
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‘obtain it, and he thidks all too little whid 
hecan obtain ; fuppofing that~hee is tnih 
worthy of thetvall , and all men that do 
ferve him and are at’his*commatd, 4 
though they bethievcsand robbers, yet he 
fayth , that they are iioble 4nd faict fil 
hearts , and charitable to the thith anf 
to:poexe men = and hee prayfeth, fecks and 
fellowsthem whereloever they are. ‘Anf 
if any man faile to reverence thefe proud 
fellows to obey them, 2rd to fubseet uftto 
their wils , {uch ‘an one isnot commendal 
of them , ‘but 1s contemned 2kthough hie 
avere as holy as Saint Peter. Therefor 
When this {pirituall pride doth feeme toi 
{elf to ftand in need neyther of Scripture 
teaching nor the like :. Tt commerh topaf 
that itdoth not fcorn alone, but alo deride 
allCcremonies , Ordinances , Precepts 
Laws,and the very Sacraments of the a 
Church; alfo all thofe men who havethed 
orders in ule, and doe attribute any thing. 
unto ther + hence itis éafily perceived that 
both thefe fifters do dwell together Bee 
fides this rich man in his pride dothfomes 
: a times 


eer 
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tines imagine that hee uiidetftandeth and 
Kioweth more then allen ; whence it 
cones to pafle that hee is for watd to {peak 
and Babble more then all other men, and 
Would have his talke only in tequelt , atid 
to Be heakd ; afid all other men td be held 
@foniolis ot Hdiculous, att foolifhs 
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CHAP. 24. 
Who be poore in fpirit ? 


‘Bat where fpirituall poverty and ttué 
ED fibmiffion is there themiatter ig othet= 
“wile; and this arifech hence , beeaufe that 
" qwetruly finde and Know that man of him- 
felt atid by his Own theans is nothing, and 
‘ean doe nothing , neyther is fit for any 
‘thing , not hath any thing but viée and 
j wickedneéffe. Hence it comes that man 
doth hold himfelfe altogether unwor- 
Mt hiv of thefe things Rich ¢an’ befall him 
| froin Ged of from the creatutes ; and that 


l sep the caufe of Godand alk the créatyres he 
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ar 


then he doth it Ww 
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ovght both to fuffer, and fometimes todoe 
for Gods fake, fo as of hitnfelf he hath tn 
ly tight to nothing ; but out of the humil. 
ty of his mind he thus {peaketh = It isemeg 
and conyenient that God and all the cren 
tures fhould be mine enemies ,» and fhoulf 
cenfure and haye right againft mee , and 
I have right to nothing : Hence it iy 
that this man -neyther will aske nor re 

ard any. thing of God or the creatures, 
ci only things neceffary , and that very 
fearfi:!ly and as by free gift and not of rightt 
neyther doth he atford his body or nature 
any More good ot pleafure shen neceffiy 

Fequireth , neither doth he faffer or permit 
that any man fhonld helpe or ferve him but 
in cafe of neceffity,, and that is not without 
fear, bccaufe he hath not right toany thing 
and feems unto. himfclfe unworthy of 4 
things. This man thinks: that all hi 
words. and fayings are nothing elfe but 

folly, and therefore he {peakcth or talketh 

With noman in way of teaching, except he 

be thruft on with diyine love, and even 

ith fear, and thatasfpa- 

k 


tingly as may be. 
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Tris al difcerned in this fpiritual] po- 
verty , ‘that all men depend wholy upon 
thetifelyes | being ready to commit any 
fin’, therefore it 1s neceflary that there 
fhould be ordinances and cereinontes Jaws 
and precepts , whereby their bhndneffe 
might be difcovered ‘and their ungodlineffe 
reduced unto order , which it it were not 
men'would become worle, and more dif- 
ordered then degs and other beafts : Be- 
fides, nvany men are drawn and conve rted 
to the truth by thele ceremonics and ordi-/ 
nances , which otherwife would not bee 
done, And furely few then attain to the 
truth, who have not firft reccived ordiman- 
ccs and ceremonies , and exercifed them- 
felyes in them whilft they knew no other 
ar bert’# thing : Hence‘it 1s that Lawsand 
Ordinances are not defpifed nor contem- 
ned in bumility of fpirit , and {pirituall po- 
yerty , nor men who coe ufe and handle 
thein : but outof love and mercie fircha 
one doth complain and lament the cafe of 
ethér men, with ertef on this wife, O God 
of truth , I poure outmy complaint before 


thee 
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thee, and thou thy, felfe bewayleft, chat 
mans blindneffe, vice and wickednefle doth 
canfethat to be needfull and neceflary to} : 
be done, which notwithftanding in truth} | 
-heednot be, nor ought to. be done. And 
here is a certain defire, that men who 
know nothing better, nor any other means 
to the truth, might know and underftand 
to. what end all Lawsand Ordinances ate 
and were made, and this Poor man in fpi. 
rit, of whom] {peake , doth ufe all thel 
things together, with other men, which 
know neither better nor any other thiag, 
and ig partaker of thefe with them that 
by this means he may keep them from wr. 
ning themiclyes unto evill things, and that 
ifitbe pefltble he may bring thenvncerer 
Again, whatfcever hath hitherto been 
{poken of povercy and humility, thar ig 
trulyfo, and may be made plain andeyi- 
dent by the life and words of Chrift, whe 
did excreife and perfectly workeeyery, pant 
of the humanity as it. is found in. thas, life, 
and as he taught by his words fayng, 
Learn of me, becaufel am meek —_ 
0g, 


Who be peor in {pirit ? 61 
ef keart, he did not negle& or defpife the 
old Law and-difcipline , nor themen who 
were fubjeé tot! hel aw yethe faid that 
itwasnot fufficient, but that we muft goe 
forwards itis true we ovght. Saint Pusil 
alfo did write, that Chrift “tock upenhith 
the Law, that hemight free thol which 
were under the Law, “that is bring them to 
incerer and better things. Chrifi alfo faid, 
I came not to be ferved but to ferve. 

Briefly, in all the deeds. words. and life 
tof Chri ft, thete isnothing found but true 
shumility 2 nd pov erty = And (as Ifa id be- 
ifore) where God.is man, and whereChrift 
wis, there it is necefia ae that this fhould bee. 
‘Therefore where pride of miinde and fpiris 

wuall riches. and liberty of alight minde is, 
there neither is Chritt nor “his trie Tmira= 
tors: Chrift taid, Aty fowle ts forrowfull 

even tothe death , 'fpeakine of the death of 
ithe body -~whichrcame to paffe becaufe hee 

ywwas borne of AZary unt Iithe death of the 

i body ; and how this ws, hath been fhewed 

sbetore. Ghrittfaith; Bleftd are the poor i 

) {parit, that is, fuch as:ase ttuly see 
or 


a : ; 
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for theirs 1s the Kingdome of God, fo ah 
faith thetuth (yeritis not written) mife 
rable and curfed are the proud in heart, for 
theirs is the Kingdomeof the Devill ; ang 
thefe things are thus found to be truly ther 
whereGod isman, but where Chriftan 
his true followers are, thereis it neeeffa 
that true inward fpirituall humility an{ 
poverty fhould be , and <lfoa dejectedant 
conftant minde , which minde it is meet 
fhould be full ofclofe and hiden {errow an} 
grief; even tothe death of the body. And 
this I doe truly avouch that he that thinks 
otherwife is deceived , and with himfelh 
deceiveth others as hath been faid , forthis 
caufe all nature and {elfreffe doth depart 
from this. kinde of life, and doth éleavets 
the falfeand free Jife, as hath been faid. 
Now fome dam or Devyill who-dds 
reth to exculeand defend himfelfe, would 
come upon me and fay thus : You would 
Prove indeed that Chrift was without him- 
felfe and many other fach Jike thiugs 5 yet 
Hotwithftandinz he fpeaketh often of him: 
felfe, and doth commend himfelfe for “ 
a 
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and that? Unto whom I thes anfwer, 
when the truth ought & is willing t6 do or 
will, there is no other caufe of its will, de- 


fire arid ation, but that the trnth might be 


known and manifefted , smd this was in 


Chrift, and hither did-all his works and 


‘ actions tend, and whatleeyer was moft 
profitable and behoofull for that.alfo what- 


: foeverthings were done by him, trom thofe 
i he was free, 2s likewife from all other 


things which were done. You will fa 
therefore there was in Chrift fome mie 
why he did every thing? unto: whieh I 
thus anfwer, If any manaske the Sun why 
itfhineth , it weuld anfwer , itis neceffrry 
that I fine, neither con I doe othetwile, 
for this 1s proper and kelengcth tome, and 
it is my. frcedome of nature to, be endued 
with this property , and to fhine , even fo 
itis with God and Chritt , and all things 
thatare divine and belong to God, that 
they will, dce and defire, no other thing, 
nor no other good or for good, neither can 
any other caufe bealleadged. 
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How all things are 
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How. alt things are tobe 
left and loffe. 


Fer thefe things wee muft obtie 
that itis faid | yea , Chritt hime} 
fayth; that all things areto Be lett and 
loft; whichisnotto be utderftood > asif 
men fhould have nothiiig , of have to dot 
With nothing , for it 15 neceffary that man 
fhould hayeand do eyen forme thing in this 
life, wherein hee may be employéd 6 long 
a, asheliveth: But this is thusto beunden 
ee ftood. Whatever any man or creatité 
a can do, omit, or know’, is net chatthing 
Wherenr unition:is places And what is 
i unition ?-it isno other thing bit that thy 
felf be plainly, Gngly, and altogether fim 
ply in the truth together with the fimple} 
and eternal will of God. And aff that 
thoube wholly void of thine own! will} 
and that the created will flow into thee 
ternall will , and there diffolye and be Be 
ne¢ 
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ned into nothing , fo thatthe eternall will 
dothcre onely-will; or doe or leaye undone 
anything. And what is there that can-help 
or fuifther ‘pran to this matter ? that can 
neytherwords, works, nor other Cetemo- 
nics do; hor finally any creature, nor the 
work, power, knowledge action, or omif. 
'fion of all the creatures. Thus ovghtall 
‘things to be loftand left, which is'as mitch 
as if you fhould fay, it is not'to-be fiuppoted 
orthought thatthete is any work , {peech, 
‘knowledge; orlearning,or any other thing 
‘ created which canhelpor profit in this bu- 
‘fineffe, but all thefe things whatfoeyer mutt 
be loft and left.and we imuft make our pros 
‘ereffe into un:tionr, And yet itis neceflary, 
' thar thefe things fhould be, and fomething 
‘there is which is to ‘be done and left un- 
done , efpecially wan ought to fleepe and 
wake,and waik, and ftand, and {peak and 
beGlent, and many other things: which 
-uft needs be follong as a man liveth; 
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That the inner man us 
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That the inner man is unmoveably. 
| foyned with God, the outward 
man notwith tanding . 
moved. 


His alfo is truly to be obferved » tha 

where unition befalleth and is tr 
made, there immediatly the inner man Ite 
mayneth unmoyeable {and fuffereth his 
outward man to be moved hither and thi. 
ther in thofe things, and to thofe thine 
Which are’ conyenient and neceflary df 
and come to pafle: So thet the outward 
man mayfay, yea,and fay truly, I neyther 
Will Ge nor. will pot be > Reyther live, net 
ye, Neyther know, nor be ignorant, ney- 
ther do nor leaye undone, or hatloeyer of 
this kinde » but whatisfir and ought tobe 
deneto, that lam obedient whether it be 
toluffer or to aét any thing: Thus it comes 
to pafle, that the outward man hathno 
other caufe nor any thing elfe which hee 


feck. 


yoy Ty pal AN, Ae Peaae 2 


unmoveably joyned with God. Ey 


fecketh but only to fatisfic theeternall will, 
forthis wee may truly petccive that the 
outward man ought to ftand unmoveable, 
‘and that the outward man ought and muft 
\niove. And although the inner man be 
fome caufe of the moving of the outward 
man, yet thiscaufc isno other thing but 
that it is neceflary and muft be cone by the 
ideerce of the eternalf will, and where God 
himfclf would be or is , there alfo the fame 
thing is done asis to be perccived in Chrift. 
-Alfo where this is inthe divine and pro- 
ceeding ftom the divine tight’, there is not 
{pirituall pride nes foolith liberty,or amind 
licentious B but a lowly fuabmiffion and 
dep-effed, humble, forrowfall fovle, and all 
order, jriflice, equality, truth, and whatlo- 
ever belonzeth to all yertue. “There muft 
a‘fobe peice and contentcdnefie of cftate 
_and condition. but if itbe ocherwile , Feis 
not right with man, as is elf- where well 
_ more at large fayd: And as truly there is 
nothing which may helpe or further this 
uhition, fo 1s there nothing which ¢an hin= 
der or ayert it but only man himfelfe 
through his own will. Cuar. 
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CHAP. 27. | 
That no man in thislifecanbe V 
‘free from pain. 
WT is both faid and heard that man ousi 
nd may be without paine or gtiefil 

this life, as Chrift was afterhis refurrediin 
on. And this they go about to-confime { 
out of thele words of Chrift : J wall 
before you into Galslee, there yon fhaltiie 
me; Alfo wherehecfayth:, afpérit bapy 
neyther fle nor bones as vee [ee me hate; 
which werds they w ould thus expound, 4 
yechave {een mee ana iouowea ire Faw p 
was ina morvallbody, andin this lifeaftay! 
the fame manner ye fhall {ce me, and 1 wil} 
go before you ,.and you shall follow.mecin 
Galilee , that is, you fhallbothfeeleant} 
tale (being painlcfle and immutable) 
in. what eftate yee fhall live before yee dye 
the deathiof the body .and duffer: Andas} 
you fee me have fichh and bones being Hote 
withftanding free from pains after thefet 
fame mannet {hall you be.alfoin your cor, 
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orality and your mortal] humanity, nct 
armed by the death of the body : To this 
sanper, of teafoning, it, is, thus, anfwexed, 
‘hrift did, nor .ordamy that,man fhould.or 
suld attain unto, this.except hee firlt per- 
srmed and {uftered allthefe things which 
yete by Chriftdone and fuftered , and if 
shrift obtained nottothis before hee firlk 
aduredand  fuffered>the death  of-a body. 
adall other things that belong thereunzo, 
nen furely no man, norfhall attain-to-this 
» long as he is mortall and tubje& to pains: 
or if this thing had bin the beft ahd ‘moft 
«cellent thing ; or if it‘could or ovghttobe 
aac manin this life might-attain thereun 
»s then farely it fhould firlt have been per 
rmed inChrift forthe hfe-of ‘Cheritt was: 
Adis: the: belt, and molt excellent: life, 
fo-the belt approved andmoftdearetos 
od ofany that everwasorfhall be 5 fice: 
pacthis:neyther ought nor could /bedone: 
vChrifts, ix thal] never happem'furety toa: 
jan inthat manner, ‘ad to be wulysthe beft. 
nd moftexcellent : Inmay-be thor ghe and 
alled fo, but thatisno xeafon-whyat thouid 
“eho. Cua. 


That we muft under fland 


CHAP. 28, a | 
“How we mult rg i that tor), 
“'a jx ft man no law is to 


ae 
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be given, 


' 


T is alfa faid that aman can and may) 
j noe: al] yertue; all cetemony, onde}! 
nanee, commandement, Law and juicy] 
fo that he may depofe, fhake off and abo} 
lifh all thefe things.;, here fomthing.istn|' 
and fomthing is not true ; which wnult be] 
thusconfidered | Chrift was-aboye theif}! 
of Chrift, and:above all yertue, ceremoni |! 
ordinance &¢. The Devill alfo is aboy! 
all thofe, but after diyers‘manner, Chri} 
was.and'is above all, thefe things,” if yoo}! 
thus underftand it, all words, deeds, cette 
monies, aétions and omiffion of aétiony | 
filence ,{peech, fuffering , and whatloevet|! 
happened. to Chrift was not neceflary tof 
him neitherdid he ftand in need of them, 
Meither: did they confer any profit ac all 
upon him, and the fame was andis the 
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safon of all vertues | ordinances, juftice, 
ndthelike; for whatfoever js or might be 
tained unto by. thefe things; all that is 
‘efore in Chrift, and theéé it readineffe, 
ad if you thus underftand the cafe, then 

is true in the fame fenfe, that{aying of 
aint Pax! is true and {oto be underftéod: 
hofe who are endued, catryed , aid lead 
ay the Spirit of God; ate the fonnes of 
od, and not fubjettothe La Ww, thefenfe 
« Which words is this , they are not to bee 
jught what they fhonld doe or leaye un= 
pone, Iceing, the Spirit of God which: is 
eit inftructer will teach them {ufficient- 
2 Meither is any thing to be commatided 
| enjoyned them, as to.doe good, to fhun 
willor the hke, forhe that teacReth them 
‘hat is good or-not good; the fame I 
4Y, doth command and enjoyne them, 
‘Kewile to Tetayn the beft and quir the 
Datrary, andthey obey him accordingly. 
Jereupon it is that they need look for no 
aw Orprecept, for another reafon alfo 
hey need id law by meanes. whereof 
9 obtayne Or get profit to a 
| or 


7 isto be given. 


for whatfeeyermight be-obtained or por 
ten bythelethings or. by the help of alle 
creatures, crcby fpeech, words, or wats 
citherin eternalblite; orto.ctefnall life af 
that they have obtained already ; if ya 
underftendthe caufé on thismanner it i 
trpethat aman may become’ more hig 
andéxcellentthemall Law and'vertue , an} 
210 then’, the works, knowledge a 
firength ofallcreaturess Biic-if you aff} 
thatother; whichis, that both ought # 
bedone:Jineansthat both the jifé of Chi 
as.alio all camniandements~ laws ordinait 
ces and the like ought’ to be laid -afide, ail 

caft-offjand to benegleed contem- 

ned and derided, then it’is. 
). falle,and full of ’ 


lies, 


of thetrueand falfe Lights, 73 
CuaP; 29. 


of the true and falfe Lights, and 
of perf[everance in thelife 
of Christ. 


| Ow fome will fay, Tfneyther Chrift 
», W nor any other man can obtaine any 
aing , nor reap any profit by thc life ot 
chrift , nor by all Ceremonies, and Ordi- 
Jaincés Sec. (for whatfoever may be cbtai- 
ed by thofe things that they have already) 
why fhould they not leave off to doe thefe 
jings ? ‘This is to be obferved, that there 
re two L'ghts theonea trve, the other 

flight ; the true Light is the eternal 

aght which is God, or elfe itis acreated 

fight, which isnotwithftanding Diyine, 

< 18 called grace, & this is the true Lights 

he other is a falfe light , which isthelight 

4f Nature or naturall light ; but why the 
int light fhould betrve. and. the other 

alfe, it may better be obferved then either 
Written ot {poken ¢ Nothing appertaineth 
E 8 


74. ...and of perfeverancein 
to God asto the Divinity, neyther wil 
not knowledges x.ordatisfaGtion , nor any 


thingar allthat can be named, {poketf} 
or thought , but.to God, as'God it apper f 
tayneth that ke Jay bimfelfe ofen , know) 
and love himfelfe*, that hee maniflly 
himfelfe to himfelfe in himfelfe; and dl} 
this is God , and that hee is am effend » 
and not an‘action’ as being without tis 
creature: And in this opening andmanid } 
feftation is the diftingtion of perlons. Ba} | 
whetc God as God. is man., or whet 
Ged. liveth in fome Divine or Deifel 
man , there is fome thing: belongiy 
unto, God ; which is only propet ant 
anpertayning. to him, and not to ti 
ereatiues 4. and God is that in hime 
“pyithout the creature originally of cflen 
tially , nor in forme or eétion: and ys 
Ged would have this fame to be Pet in 
price , for therefore it is that it might 
bee conferred ro ation, and fo exeid- 
fed.; fot whet clit fhould it-be 2 thou 
it be cle 2 what then Should it profit? 
forthat which is of no ufe is not at al; 


No 


. the lifeof Chrift. "5 


Now this neyther God nor Nature would 
haye , But if God would’have this cx- 
excrcifed and brought into action, and 
that this cannot be done without the crea 
tures, it isthen neceflary that it fhould 
be fo done : whatsthen ? If it were 
neyther this nor that , nof if it were 
neyther any workenor action or the like 
i fhould it. be ? or what fhould 
God himlf become to be? or what fhould 
thee himfelfe be? Here you muft returne 
and abide left by ctawling (as it were) 
ifo farte you bee brought to that paffe as 
» _atlaft-not to know which way to 
Yeturne , or by what meanes 
to creep. backe 
again. 


That God is ones 


CHa. $0. 


That God ts one and fimple 
good, and onely tobe 
loved, : 


Ow this is to be obferved , Goda 

hee is God, is good and goodneffet 

fclfe, and is neythcr this good nor thit 
goed, but here fomething is tobe matkel 
which 1s fome where, eythcrhere or thett, 
and thatis notin all ends , nor above dll 
ends ot places. Alfo that which is fore. 
times to day or to motrow is not alwayes, 
nor everytime, nor above all times., and 
that which is forne thing eyther this ot 
that, is not all things nor above all things 
Now underftand this after this mannet.If 
God wete any thing, this, or that, hewet 
not ail things , nor above all things as hee 
is, and fofhould not be thetrue perfection; 
wherefore he is God, aid yet is not thisnot 
‘that, which the creatures as they are cta- 
tures atc able to know, namie, think orut- 
fet 


—— 


heis, Now if 
‘ledge, it appertayneth to light and know- 


ana fimply 00d at 779 
‘ef, therefore if Godas hee is good , weie 
“his good or that geod hee fhould, not be 
all good, neyther fhould hee be the fimple 
and perfect good, which rotwithftanding 
‘Cod be alio light and know- 


ledge, and is proper t© it to. be bright and 
to fhine, to appear, and know. And be- 
cate God is light and knowledge, it is ne- 
ceffary that he fhine, be bright,and endued 


4 With knowledge, andall this to fhine and 


| know is in God without the creatures, be- 


. eaufe he snot here as.an action , but asan 


» offence and beginning, And that it fhould 
be doneas an 2étion by doing, itis necefia- 


S 


ry that it fhould be done in the ercatute, 
therefore when this knowledge and light 
doth worke in any creatute., there irdoth 
know and Jearn what it felfe is , and fo it 
is good, and thereforeitis not this.or that, 
andfurther, doth not know this or that, 
but it doth know and learn to know, that 
one, true, funple, perfedt. good, which is. 
neither this nor that, butisiall good » and 
above all good. 

B 3 Now 


eS 


° only to be loved, 


Nowy itis here fayd that he muft lea 
that onely cond y’ byt deth an man learn}! 
of himfelfe ? obferye and marke'this well , 
evenas God is good, knowledge and hehe |" 
{ois he alfo Will, love, juftice and truths hel 
is alto all vertue, and yet thefe are all ope!" 
eTencein’God» neither an any of thele |’ 
be brought into action of exercife withont 
the creature. for’ in’ God there is nothing 
but effeneéand beginning , rot any ection, 
But when this eve (which notwithfand 
ing is all thefe) (all Sain any creatureur 
to it {df , and hath power Overit , and 
doth fo prepare it ai fit it, thar it may 
Know init what bongcth to it felte fo 
far forth (Ifay) as tharene is willand leve, 
and is tanghe of it felfe: as jt 4s light and 
knowledge, neither wrlerh ony thing bur 
that exe which is it felfe. And furthermore, 
here.isnothing willedor clteemed; butthat 
Which is good as itis geod , and that for 
hoctherréafon - bne beeaufe it is good, and - 
not by reafon it isithis 6r that., beleved of 
this man or that man, and either pleafene 
Or Sticvons to this man or that man {weet 

or 


That God @ one, cre. 79 


or bitter and the like, end thc fe things ar® 
yotregrded andfought, either for itfelfe, 
nt as it felfe , allo all f lfacfle and egoity, 
” and tome, &c. are here Icfrand fall to 
she ground, fo that it is net {2 id, 1 loyeany. 
velfc.or thee, or the like, and if love were 
asked whatitlov eth,-it would anfwer, I 
love God and why? becst {ce itis ood and 
for good : therefore it is mect and fight 
“that it fhould bes 0% eftccmed and if there 
“were any thin5 bettct then God, that were. 
and our ht to be loved foi Ged: Therefore 
Ged deth not love himielfe as himfclfe, but 
, 2s. gcod, andif Gedknow eny thing bet- 
, tor then God, he would love. that and not 
~ hin felfe, fo far is God from egoitie and 
, felfacfte ~ neither hath he any thing to doe 
“with ic further then is nece full in tefpedt of 
tke perfins , and this both ought to bee, 
andintruth is, ia Civine ond tnily dcie 


* fedman , etkerwile that man were Dci~ 


ther divine nor Ceificd. 


it 
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CHar, 31, i 
" That adeified man knoweth | 
nothinz but to love, 


T_JEnce it commeth that a deified may | | 

isindced indued with pure and un.|{ 

miigled loye , and is kindand loving toall| t 

men, and therefore it is Neeeflary that hee || 
thould love all men , and all things , and 
that hee flhould with well to all men , and 
all things ; and that he thould favour and 
do them any good without Putting any dif. 
ference; Belides whatlocye you do toadd. 
fied man , whether it be Pleafant, cr troy. 
biefome, unable or Stievous,or wharhoere 
is , yea Twill further fay, althovgh man 
fhould killich a one, and he fhouldfook. 
fen return to life, he would notwithftand- 
ing heartily Jove that man who had fo ofs 
ten flain iim, and although hee had done 
him fo many injuries as you can deyife, yet 
he would notwithftanding from his heart 
with him well , refpecthim, and defireall 
800d to befall him, yea and performe all 
good 


knometh nothing burlove. 81 


good offices to him, fo as the other were a- 
ble to accept and admit ofthem, This rray 
bheobfervied and plainly proved in Chriff, 
who faid unto Judas, that betrayed: him, 


| Friend, Wherefore art thou come? Asif he 
| Should fay , thou hateft mee and.art mine 


| enemy , whereas I love thee and amthy 
: friend, and thou defireftand wifheft , and 


" doftwhat evil 6 methou cyther knoweft 


oxcant, where2s,1 both defire and. wif 


» well untothee, and would give and do unto 


thee willingly all things that be good , if 
thou wert-ableto:recerve them: As if God 
fhould fay outof his humanity , Lam the 
pure and fimple good & therefore Incythet 
can, will, defire, with,do,or give any thing 
but good. And if ¥ suft reward thee 
for thy wickednefie , Imuft cee it w ith 
good , fecing 1 am nothing clic , nor 
have any thing cfe, Hence it is that 
God ina deified man defires no revenge; 
nor doth willor doe any mifehief, where- 
with he is or may beaftected ; thismay be 
fecnin Chrift,whofayd, Father , Forgrve 
them, for they kuow at what they dog. I his 


BE 5 alfo 


ar, 
82 Adeified man knoweth, Cre, ~ 


alfo is proper to God, that hee compelleth 
no man to doe , or emitt any thing , but 
fuffereth every man according to hisowne 
mindero do, or leave undone as well good 
asevill things. Neyther will hee tet any 
man, this we may {ce in Chrift who would 
not refift or ftrive agaihft: his malefadtors, 
And 2gain, when Saint Peter; would hae 
made refiftance phe fayd,> Peter. put’ sp thy 
Sword into thy (cabbard » for ivas neyther 
my cuftome nor yours who belong to mee 
torefilt by force, ftrive lor compell : Ney. 
ther yet Cana deified mag vex, or etievea. 
ny man., which 1sthus tolbe underftcods 
It never falleth: into his will, defire., or 
inind ro door Icaye undone any thing , to 
{peak or be filent, whereby he might 
breed pain or grief to any 
man, 


ty 


| 


Thatthe will of ils $3 


CHAP. 32 


That the will of man is prone to 
evill,andiherefore to be 
forfaken 


. Sor man will fay, Ifhe willleth, with- 


éth, and doth the beft to. every man, 
he ought alo to help every man, and caule 
all things to fall to him according to his 
hearts defire. For exatnple fo as one 
might obtam.to be made Pope, another a 
Bifhop, &e. I arfwer, he that f-rthers the 
ww ilof man ,, helpeth him to the worlt 
things, for the more that man felloweth 
his own will , and ‘rcreafeth in the fame, 
fo much the farther he is from God and 
thetrue gocd : Now God would willing- 
ly helpman and bring him to. that which 
is belt, and of irfelfe the belt for man, but 
that this Should come to paffe, it is necefla- 
rythat all fclfwill fhould ceafe (asbefore 
Kath been faid) and thus God would wil- 
lingly hdpaman, butas Jong as man doth 


feck 


$4  & proneteevill, dc, 

feck that which is beft for himéelf, he doth 
not feck that which is beft for him(elf, and 
therefore never findes it, for it both is and 
were belt tor man _neitherto feekenor es 
brace himfelfenor that which is his, which 
God both teacheth and faith. Ifthen, any 
man defireto be helped by God, to that 
which both init felfe is belt, and akobet 
for man, let himn follow the fayings , De. 
Strines and Commandements of God, fo 
fhall he receive help, there is no other 
Means, now God teacheth and faith ; that 
man. ought to forfake himfelic, and all that 
he hath and tofollow him » for whofoeyer 
veth his owne foule, that is > himielfe, 
and will be fiyed and defended, thatis, he 
Who hatha care of himfelfe and his own 
inthefe matters; ke fhallloof his fue, but. 
he who reeardech not his joule, and Joofeth 
both himfelfe and ail things belongine to 
him, he fall fave his foule, and prelerye it 
toctetnall life, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. 33 


. of true humility, and [piritualt 
povertic. 
» A ND now that which is proper te 
I God in a deified man isa truc, in- 
‘ward and fineere humility, and where that 
lis not, there is nota deified man-, this 
“\Chrift both taughtin his words & works, 
andlife, and hence proccedeth this huimt- 
ity, becaufe fch a man perceiveth by the 
jtrue light , that which indeed every thing 
vis, and that tobe, tolive, toknew, to bee 
,able and the like , coe belong, onely to the 
»true God, and not to the creature. Fora 
creature, 28 itis acreature, 18 nothing and 
i hath nothing of it {elfe , and as{cone as it 
 turneth it felte afide fromm the true God, by 
its Own will, works, &c. thete is nothing.- 
but unsighteouthefic fo: wndin it, and:ther- 
fore this alfo is very truth indeed , thata 
creature , as it isa creature, of it felfe , is 
, worthy ofnoching, and hath sight to no-, 
, thing 


86 [piritaall poverty, 


thing, neither doth any owe it any thing, t 
either God or the creature, but by rightit] 
orght to obcy-and be fubje& to God, And |} 
And this is the chiefef? matter, and efpeci- |) 
ally to be regarded , therefore that which |) 
oveht ond will be obedient ard fubje& un. | 
to God, eught alfo; and mtft he fubjceto |h 
all creatures’, and that’as J nay bri 
ipeake notin’ étion but in fufferings , of |” 
elfe it is fale | and ftom this laft matter, 
and from this laft {entence, procecdeth tte 
humility, which tfit were not truly fo, and 
if this true and divine juttice were not the 
beft things Chrift would never haveeithe 
taught it by his word, or performed itly 
his life. And in this con€fteth true con: 
feffion,and is true a‘ter this manner, that 
the creatures ought in regard of divine 
Stace, ond fcr juftice fake Become fubjed 
to God and allerezturcs and nothing oi'ght 
to be fiibje& or to obey the creature it felfe, 
yea, allthe creaturcs have right and claim 
agaieft ic and unto it, whereas it {elf }ath 
nght to nothing, or againtt arly thing, and 
as inccbred to aj nothing, beirg indebted 
‘ to 
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it. and this by fiuffering , and fometimes 
If by doing: And from hence arifech 
pirituall poverty , of whieh Chrift faith, 
Sleffed are the poor im fpirit , for theirs ss 
be Kingdome of Heaven: Allthefe things 
Chrift taught in wotds , and praCtuiled in 
life. 


CHAP. 34: 
That fin onely vs contrary $0 God. 


Wy Ut here fomething is to be obferved,. 
ED) ie is faid that fomething isand may be 
idone again God , and that there is fome= 
thing which doth grieve him, and make 
him forrowfull » we muft know that there 
ig nocreature againft God , of which caty 
rocute his’ grief or forrow, in that itis, or 
nif thar it liveth, knoweth, or can doeany 
thing. whatfeeyer are of this kinde, are not 
) centraryto Ged ? Thar the devill or man 
 fiveth js, and the like, oll chis is good jand 
, proceedeth from God , for Ged 1s every 

| way allthefe things /effentially and of igi~ 


nally 


That finne onely ws 


nally, Cod I fay is the effensce ofallehing, 
which are, the Jife of every thing whid 

liyeth , and. the witdome of all that arf 

wile, for all things have their being, thei ; 
power , their life, andmore truly inGog F 
then in themfelyes , otherwife God were ‘ 
not ell good , end therefore all things are ’ 
abfolutely Scod : Now that which # 


good is beloved of G od; anche will haye 
it,and therefore itis not contrary unto him, J, 
What then is grievous and contrary to} 
God? nothir g butfin, and whatis fr 


Ho other thing. byt that the creature wil 
Ueth otherwaic thenGod-willeth » yea, and 
contrary tothe will of God: Every maa 
may perceive this-in himfelfe after this 
inanner , he that walleth othcr wife then] 
doe or contrary to. that which Idoe, heis 
mine enemie, and hethat willeth the fame 
that I doe , he is my fiend and deer upto 
nic. Afier the fame Manner. it is’ with 
God, you have here what fin is» and whet. 
IS trary to God, endwhat doth gtieve, 
and .make hig. forrowfull, hee therclore 
that walleth otherwife then I docs crcon- 


traty 


contrary to God, $9 


raryto that which I doe, whatfoever he 
Yoth or Jeaveth undone, whether he {peaks 
le holds his peace, all thatis grievous and 
‘ontrary to me, and fo in like manner it is 
vith God,he that willeth contrary toGod 
whatfoever he doth or doth not is contrary 
"o Godand isfinne, and what willfoever 
“willeth otherwife then God, thefame is 
Nentrary to the will of God : For Chrift 
“aith, He that ts not with mew againft Me, 
“he meaning whereof isthis, hethat wil- 
“ethnot thefame thing gnd is not of the 
Tame minde with me, he is of a will con- 
‘traryto me. By thefe things aman may 
perceive whether he doth commit fin of 

‘and. what finis, by what means, and after 
“what manner, fim may oF ought to be 
“corrected or amended. And this isthat will 
twvhichis faid'to be contrary to God, and it 
“is termed difobedience , Adam, Egoitie, 
“felfneffe , our own will, fnne, the old 
‘man , t0 turn from God) and to feparate 
our felvesfrom him, and thele areone and 
‘ thefamothing. v 
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9° = That God in himfelfe is 


Cuar. 35. 


That God in himfelf is smpatiable, 
in man he is patiable, 7 
2 
N Ow that isto be obferved,that pain, | 
trouble, and difpleat.re doth nor fill! | 
upon God as hee is God , and yet God is | 
troubled for the inof man. And becaule 
this cannot come to paffe in Cod without | 
thecreati.re , it is Neceflary that it be done | 
where God is man, that is, ina deified | 
man, But here fin bringeth {o great Sorrow ! 
and gricfe to God, that God would wil. | 
«Jingly bevormented, and endure corporal} |, 
death ;fo as by that means he might but ex’ | 
tinguifh the {in ot one man:: And if it) 7 
fhould be demanded whether God hadra: | 
ther live, fin remayning, or not to deftioy. 
fin byhis death, he would anfwer tharhee | 
wouldrather dye; for the fi of onemanis: 
moregrievousto God; and troubleth him» | 
more then the torment and deatlvof Ged) | 
himidf. Then if the Gin of onc man grieve 


him- 


>. 


impatiable , in man 9t 

‘im fo much, what gricf fhall wee thinke 
hat he endureth through the fin of man in 
senerall Here we may perceive after what 
(manner man troubleth God by finning. 8 
where God is man, or in a deified man, 
here is no complaint of any thing but cf 
dl, Ney ther doth any thing elfe caufe grief; 
ot whatloever is , or is done without fn, 
shat God would have and tl at Should be. 
But the complaint of forrow which is for 
$n, thatis mect and fitting , that it fhould 
vemayn in adcified man untill the death of 


he body, though he fhould live to the Jaft 


day and for evcr. From hence did and doth 
yirife the hiddenforrow of Chrift , which 


\ 


no man caneytherutierer know but erly 
Chrift, and therefore it is both called, and 
jindced is 2 hidden forrow. And firely this 
Lis a thing proper toGod , who will have 
it fo,and 1s delighted therewith in man,and 
is certainly appertayning to Ged , fox it 
“eth not belong to man } neyther: is it in 
| mans power, and where Ged camateain to 
_ this he heldeth it moft deareand acceptas 
"ble to him , ‘bur to man it moft bitter and 
practi grie- 


i 


k 


ot pe is patiable. a. 


grievous. All things which are heie 
down of the property of God which f 
willhaye in man in whom, they: are ext 
cifed, thefe] fay the true light teacheth amp 
itdoth therefore teach that. man (upol: 
whom it is beftowed,and in whom itisay 
ercifed to this end ) might no morechil 
Tenge it at his own, then if himfelfe wep 
Rot atall : for by this means at thelengi 
it doth appeare that man is not able toda: 
this, neyther ought it to be attributediy: 
him. ( 


Ca ee 


CuAr. 26, 
That the life of Chrift stole 
loved for it felfe, mot 

for reward. 


Herefore, wherefoever frch a kinded! 
deified man fhould be, or is there all, 
may be and isthe beft.and cxecllenteftlik 
and moft acceptable unto God of any that 


ever was or Shall: be hereafter + and out i 
t 
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ye eternal love whichJoveth G od is geed 
4d for good, and doth alfo love that in al 
‘ings which is eft and moft excellent on= 
» for good, this true and worthy life is fo 
tyyych beloved that it is never forfaken of 
tyat maa in whom it is,althorgh he fhould 
ye evento the laft day, yea, and further it 
is ampofhible that it fhould be forfaken al 
hough that man fhould dye 2 thouland 
leaths,and all evils Should bef] him which 
-an_ befall ell eveatures he would, Hay be 
“nore willing to endure all thefe things then 
orfake this excellent life , althongh hee 
could in exchange thereof obtayne the life 
liof an Angell + And here anfwer is made 
i to the gueftion, Where itis asked,ifa man 
bya Chriftian life obtayrie nothing more 
Hor can ray(e any ether profit , what need 
isthere then that he fhould doeany thing 2 
jg] his lifeis not followed , to this end that 
\, thence profit ought to arife , or anyother 
thing be g2yned but only in the beha ife of 
, love, and the excellency thereof, alfcbe- 
caule it #3 deate and acceptable to God: 


Now if aby man willfay, ot think that he 
hath 


94 tobeloved forit Self, &e. ; ; 


hath gotten enough ef it, or thatheeqn 
ive it over, this man doth neyther fee] igh 
Pe it, for whereit is truly found andi 
it can never be forfaken, but hee that hy 
the lifeof Chrifttothis end , that thereh 
he might, deferve or obtayn fome thin 
this man hath it as am hireling and roll 
love or rather he hath it not arall: Herk 
hath it not in love hath itnot,and although 
he thinks he have it, he is dcceiyed, Chri 
had this Jife not for reward but for lot 
and love makes this life eafie and not tie 
vous , caufing it,to_paffe away cheerf 
and to be willngly torn. But he that dot 
not keep it forlove , butfappofeth thathe 
hath st for reward, to him it is moft grie 
vous, and hee defires to be foon tid of it, 
and this isthe property of every hirchrgw 
adcfire and with an. end of his labour: 
Whereas 2 truc lover toketli neyther paing, 
time, ner Igbour. in ill part; for thiscaule 
“it. 8 written, toferye God, and to liyeto 
_hinp is eafie co him that deth it,chis indeed 
i6tfse to him that doth 2] things in'loye; 
but to him thar doth them for toward, it 
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s grievous ° the fame is to be held-of all 
“rcaturcs and geod deeds , and alfo of in- 
eority, equity z Fandt eee 


ay 


LS 


CHuapP, 37: 


» aes bat God is above all order. 


‘wT is fayd , and it is true, e sat God is a- 
Ak allcufteme, meafure and order;and 
“giveth cuftome and erder, snd ineatte to 
it}! things, which muft t hus be underltood : 
God is willing to haye all thefe things, 
butnotwithftanding hee cannot havethem 
iin himfelfe wichout the creature , for in 
t God without the creature: hae. Is ney- 
ti ther order not confufion , Rite , nor Cere- 
litmony , for this caufe his will is that thefe 
i “things fhould be, and that they may as 
it ought tobe dene , for where word , 
ti Paxork or actions , as there is neeeffity: dat 
¥ thefe fhould be done, eyther according 
“toorder, cuffome, meafite, ct rcafon, or 
without orccr. 
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Now order and reafon are better gi: 
snore excellent then thefe’ things whichag! 
contrary tothem: But now wee mula! 
ferye that there are foure forts of men wif! 
doe hold Order , Ceremony and Lay|i 
[1 Bifhops, | Some do it -neyther for goad! 
nor for any other caufe, but onely by con 
pulfion, and thefe indeed doe ‘as litteglt 
they can, and that which they doe is bitta} 
and gricyous unto them. { 2 Pegi 
Puritans,| Others doe it for reward, ail 
thofe are they who know no other thi 
butthe fame, and doe that man may i 
ought to obtain and deferve the Kingdem}! 
ofGod and eternall life, after this manne)' 
and byno othet means, and that he whol! 
performeth the moft of thefe things is biel} 
fed, and he that doth omit or neglegtany}} 
of them is damned, and thefe':men ufe grea 
pains and diligence herein, yet it isa bine) 
thing untothem. |3 Twice dead Liber 
tines,| The thifd fort are evill ond file 
fpirits, who thinke and fay they are pets 
fet, and that th ey ftarid in ne need off 
things, andtherfore hold’them in ee | 

ra 
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tand derifion, [4 Chriftians,| The fourth 
wider: aré {uch ‘who are’filléd with a true 
Hehe, aiid doe not thefe things for reward, 
for they defirehot to obtain any thing by 
(them, or-to attain any ‘thing by their help. 


if dD 
o 


“But whath ever thing they performe con 
hiceriiing thelethey doe it Out of Jove’ ‘And 
sthefemcn are’ not % carefull how many of 
tithefe things! cr how feon they do them, bue 
how well, anderhat they thay be done in 
dpeaceand meafare + Aid’ if by chance it 
happen thabanyof thefcortHe like he negs 
lected. they dee northerefore fall ito dee 
ifpaire, fortheyknow very well thatordet 
yand reafon are betterand of mote efteeme 
then any thing thatis done without rea ny, 
stherefore they will obferve order sand yet 
theysknow. that happincffe’is:not‘ploced 
therein: Andtherefore theyarenot te much 
wtrontled as others:are, and they are blamed 
jand contemnned of all other'Se&’s For the 
shitelings fay, thefe men do altogether neg- 
dettthemfelyes, andfometimes they fay,that 
they’ ré wicked and thelike; others who 
(are of a free fpirit,fay, ina feoffing manner, 
; that 


98 That God uabove all order, 
that they behayethemfelves foolifhly, and 
the like. But they, themfclves doe hold 
that which is the meane andthe beft , for 
one lever of God is better and dearerto 
God then a hundred. thoufand hitelings, 
and we ought toheld the like opinion of 
their works. This alfo is to be obferyed}. 
that the commandement, f{peech, and all 
(the dogtrine of God doe tend to. this put 
| pole, that the inward manmay be joyitd) 
co. God, which when itcomesto’pagfe tit} 
outward man is-fo well orderedandinfin| 
éted by the inter mam, that indeed: He} 
fands not in. need of any: dutward'precett 
or dogtrine... But the: precepts andlawsd) 
menbelong'tothe: outward mat , andare 
neceflary, where better: chings> are un 
known; for thefe men ate ignorant’ cith¢ 
what to-doc-ornot to doe , foas if difaly 
pline be wanting, men become liketo deg 
andotherbealts:) a 


FURR TR IIT TT 


The de[cription of the 99 


: Cuap, 38, 
The de[cription of the 
alfe light, 


~inad leméntion of a falfe light, 
* ‘therec fas 
lonzeth to 
yer is con- 


zine to the 
it erty of the 
Mk wil thara- 
th => © be decei- 
mf : oth deceive 
ni [ deceive no 
Bs ng that any 


nh -Aanaeas fo you may 
—_ _-oTigtitey, Jow marke 
his the toh 1s God and fome divine 


thing, the falc hight is man orfomeé natu- 
ral ching. Novy it ts pi oper to Ged notto 
be this‘or that , ney ther tow ill, defire or 
fecke this or that ina deified man bur good 
asgood, and for no other thing bit for 


Fz good 
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that they behayethemlelves foolifhly, and 
the like. But they. themfdves doe hold 
that which is the meane andthe beft , for 
one lover of God. is better and dearesto 
God then a hundred. thoufand hitelings, 
and we ought to held the like opinion of 
their works. This alfo is to be oblery 
that the commandement, fpeech, and 
(thedogtrine of God doe tend to this pute |, 
pole, that the inward manmay be joyned |, 
co. God, which when itcomes to paffe, the |, 
outward mai is-fo well orderedandinfin |) 
ted by the inter mam, that indeed fee |; 
fands not in need of any: dutwardiprece |; 
or dottrine. But the precepts andlawsa}; 
nien belong tothe: outward mat , andatt}, 
neceflary, where bettet: chings® are tit 
known; for thefe men ate ignorant’ 
what to-doc-ornot to doe , foras if dif} 
line be wanting, men become liketo dept} 


andotherbeattss Bie 
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Cuap, 38, 


. The de €[cription of the 
; alfe light, 


Aving made méntion of a fal He light, 
‘me th dg muft be fpoken therecFas 
‘What it is and what properly belonzeth to 
‘t?Know therefore that whatfoever is con- 
Mratyto thetruclight , is belc ngine to the 
Mole! light ? Ibis a general prope rty of the 
ituelight not to deceive, nor to wil thara- 

4y fhould be deceived, neyther to be decei= 
ted it {clfe. But the fal! eligt it Coth deceive 
ind is deceived. For God will deceive no 
man , neyther can hee be w IJ ng that any 
man he Id be deceived. And fo you may 
mucgs ¢ alio ef the trve light. Now marke 
this the true Light is God and fome divine 
hing, the fall. light isman orfome natu- 
ral thicg. Novy it ts pioper to Ged notto 
be this or that ney ther tow iil, defite or 
fecke this or that ina deified nian bur good 
asgood, and for no other thing bur fox 
| good s - 


Pea ils. 
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good: the faine is to be held of the tn 
lig he. ; 

“alfoit is propcr to the creature and mi 
ture to be forme thing this, or that , andid 

hold fome thirg in cftimation , and to def! 
fire eyther this or that neyther ee 
love “that which is m ecrly good, 
good and for good, but for fome ctl 
th ing , this, or ‘that, And eycn as Goo 
and fhe tit e light 1s yoyd of 2 rl te 1 
felfneffe, and feeking i it felf, fo the propelty 
and nature, , Of the naturall, falte lightistd 
be I, my felf, mee, &c. fo. as it rae \ 
aid its own in all things more then cool 
asit is good ¢this is proper to it, andth 
nature of oi y one. 

Now let this be obferyed whereloeyt 
this lightis at the firlt deceived, it doth naff 
will nor chcefe aity good as good andfor} 
good , but ic willeth and ch scofeth it elf} 
and its owne as the beft, whichis falthcoll 
and the firft deceiving. It doth a fupel 
pole that itis that which itis no » fori 
doth fuppole itfelfeto be géod bel no-| 
thirig. butnature, and { fuppofing it fell obep 

God, 


3 
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god, it challengeth to it felf that which is 
roper to God, and not that which belong- 
ith to God as God is men, or as hee is in 
ome deified man ; But it challengeth to it 
alfechat which HG belon: zeth ro God:, and is 
iropér to him as hee is God without the 

weature for ever and ever : For(as it is faid 
sefore) God is not poor , neyther wanteth 
jeany thing he is free without bufineffe,at 
tberty above all things, &¢. All which are 
ue, heisalfo ‘inva went: neyther doth 
€e challenge any thing to himfelfe, hee is 
without Reli igion and wi hatfoever hee 
oth is juft, After ‘the fame manner (fayth 
ae falfe eight) will I alfo be , for the iker 
‘watany one is to God , fo much is hee alfo 
ne better, wherefore i it! ayth , I will be like 
into God, nay, Iwill be good , and fit necre 
od, Iwill I fay, be like to him as Lucifer 
ibe Devill did. 

» God is everlaftinely without pain, pai- 
“Onand trouble , fo that nothing can bec 
“one which is eri i¢yous to him,or can pro- 
ure his payn, but where God is m: an, or 

any deified man the matters far other- 


vite. F 3 Laft. 


touched of any creature , or the worksof 


102 Thedefcription of the 
Laftly , whatfoeyer can be deceived 
deceived by this fille light: And {ecing), 
whatfoever is not God ot Divine mayby) 
deceived, and fince that this light is nature | 
it {clfe , 1 commeth to paffethat it may be} 
ceceryed : therefore it is deceived, and alta 
deceived of it felf. 
Some williry , how comes it paffe that; 
whaifoeyer can be deceived is deceiyedd}, 
itfelf; This doth proceed from the great 
and wnmeafurablecreftineffe thereof? For 
it is fo fubtle,” deceitf.ll, and nimble of i}, 
felf, that it 2fecndeth and dimbethio high} 
as to fuppofe it telfe ro be aboye men, a | 
neyther nature nor any creature can poll, 
bly mount fo high ; for this caufe it Lupo. 
feth it felt to be Godsthen therefore it doth 
arrogate toit felte all things which belon 
to God,and efrecially asGod is in eternity, 
andnot as God is man: For this caufei 
thinketh it felf to be aboye all word, work, 
cnftome, order, and even aboye thecorpo 
rall life of Chrift which hee did lead in his 
humanity : And therefore it refinfeth to be 


wie 
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\ the etedtures whether they be good or evil; 


or whether they beagainit God or other- 


: wile, all thefe it accounteth alike, and will 
) be freed fromthein, as if it were the eter- 
t nall God, But allother things which are 


| belonging to God and to nocreature, it 


doth arrogate to it felfe as if it were wor- 


* thy of all ‘things ; and as if-it were meet 


and right that all the creatures fhould ferve 


" and be fubjeét to it. 


Thus it comes to. paffe thatthere remay- 

neth neyther forrow, paffiens, nor troubles 
aii any other thing or caufe , but only the 
feeling of the body and fe ness which muft 
remayne nncill the death of the body, ang 
whatfoever payne can arife from thence 
Yea, it doth fay and fuppofe that man is 
and ought to be without payne and un- 
ainched:, as Chrift was after his Refur- 
rection, 

There are many other and wonderfull 
¢crrours which doe proceed hence. Secing 
then that this falfe licht is nature , it hath 
the fame property that nature hath, thatis, 
to admire and feck it felf and its own in all 

F 4 things, 
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things, and that which isbeft and fweeret 
tonatureit {elf, and becaufe iris deceived, 
it doth thinke and-fay, that whatlocyeris 
belt, fweetelt and fittelt for it felfe , thatis 
the beft of all other things, and itdoth fay, 
that it is beft.of all, that every man fhiould 
iecke, doe and will that whichis belt for 
himfclf: it knowetlino other good but its 
ewn and that whichis belt for it {elf asi¢ 
{uppofeth: But if you {peak unto it of the 
true and fimple good, which is neyther this 
nor thar itknoweth not what it is butons 
Ivlaugheth ic to {coms whieh indeedis 
fiiting tobe fo, for nature’as it is nature 
Cinnot atiayn to it» Therefore fecing this 
livhtis meerly nat-re, and cannot preeced 
fo fa sa : 
This falfe light doth alfo fay that ithath 
furmounted both Religion and confeierce, 
and whatfoeyer it doth is right:In fomuch 
that a certain falfe light, libertine {pirit did 
fay, ftanding in this errour , that althoug 
hee had flain ten thoufand men hee would 
makeno more con{cience of it then if hee 


had killed a dog. 
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Briefly this falfe and deceived light doth 
flyéal! thine 5 that afe contrary dnd eric- 
vous tonature, and this is proper unto it, 
becaufe it is nature; and being fo deceived 
as that itfuppoteth it felfe'to keGed, it 
doubted not to fweare by all the Saints that 
it knoweth the thing which is belt, and 
hath his exiftencein ir, fo that it only ex- 
tolleth and {ccketh that which is beft of all+ 
Thus it comes to paffe that it never eyther 
be amended or thought more then the De- 
vill himfelf. 

Confider thisalfo, that this light doth 
fuppofe it felfe to be God, and arfogateth 
thefame to it {elf & herein it is Lucsfer the 
Devill, & Whereas it doth reje€t the life of 
Chritt, ‘and many other things belonging to 
thetrue good, and fuch as were taught a and 
beloved of Ch rift, it is Antichrift, feeing it 
doth teach and live again{t Ch ari: ‘And 
even as this light is deceived by itsowne 
fubtilty , fo likewile all: things are deecived 
by it, which are neyther God, nor Divine; 

that is) all men who are not illuminated of 
the true light and the love thereof : for 
F 5 who- 
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whofoever are illuminated of the true light 
they are never deceived , but whofeever 
hath it not, and yet iso affcéted, as that 
hee will walk with this folfe light and tes. 
rayn init, he is deceived: And this comes 
to pafle , becaufe all men that are in that 
light which is nor true, axe turned into 
themfclyes, and dee efteem themfelves, and 
that which is profitableand fit for them to 
be the chicfelt good , and if any man will 
commend and propound that unto. them 
for the chiefeft good, and will help them to 
it and teach them how to get it, him they 
fellow and eftcem as their Mafier. 

Now this falfelight doth teach all things 
belonging thereunto, and therefore.all men 
follow it, who know not the truelight, fo 
it.comes to pafie that they are deceived both: 
tegether, 

Ic 1s {aid of Antichrift , that when hee: 
commeth., and all that have not the feal of 
God fhill follow him, thofe which haye.it 
fhell norfollow him _, and that isthe fame 
Jighes this ts true in¢ced, if cny muan.can 
attayn to that which, is belt for himfelfe, 

Vids 
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viz. that which is beft, to Godiw ard, that 
isexcellent , but this is not done fo lone as 
man fe keth afid loyeth that which is beft 
for himfelf for to the end hee may find and 
obtayne that which is beft for himfelf. it is 
neceflary that hee - firft Jof that which ts 
beft forhinfelf as: hath been already fayd 
But if aman be willing to forfike and lofe 
that which is beft fer himfelf to the end‘he 
may find that which 1§ beft, beft for him- 
felfe, this again is fale’; therefore there 

ere but few that can come into this way. 

This faife haht fayth , that a manovghr 
to be void of Religion , "aiid that hee 1s a 
fool arid a block w ip maketh 2 any account 
thereof , and ‘thar it would prove from 
Chrift who was void of Religion, to the 
Which anfwerits mace, thatrhe Devill alfo 
is void of Religton yet hee isno whit the 
betrer fe rbeing fo. 

Underftand' therefore what Religion is, 
Religion is when it is acknow leciged that 
man is averfe or diverted fromrGod by his 
own will. (which both istruly named and 
called fin) land that this was mans fault and’ 

noe 
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not Gods : for God is free from all fault of 
fnning , whois hethereforethatknoweth 
himfeltto be guildefle except -Chrilt along 
and lome few befides 2. sknow thatwhofos 
ever is yoid of Religion is eyther'Chrift or 
the Devill.: In a word ,. wherefoever the 
true lightis,there is alfo'a true and upright 
life which is. acceptable & beloyed.of Gods 
And althoughitbegot theilife of Chritt in, 
perfcétion, yet notwithftanding it is recti- 
fied and framed to: the imitation of him 
and fuch a one loyeth.the life of Chrift and. 
whatlotver properly belongeth to reafon, 
order and allyertues +In this life (I fay) all 
felfneife, I, myne; &c. perifheth. 

Laftly nothing is.in it admired or fought 
but only good for. good , and asvit.is 
good. But where the fale lightis, there 
is no regard had:eyther_ of Chrift or all 
Vertes , ‘but that is fought and. beloved,’ 
which 1s fitting and »pleafing to nature, 
hence proceedeth: falle and inordinate Ji-; 
berty, whereby man becommeth {ecure,and,, 
negligent in. and of every thing :/Forthe 
ttuc light is the feed of God, and therefore , 

: et brings - 


Who and what adeified 10g 


i brings’ forth the fruit of God , theifalfe 
6 lightis the feed of the Devall, 2nd Where it 
t isfowne there ello, the froitof the Devilk 
4 andthe Devill himéelf increafech:T his may 
i) beperceived and underfic od by the words 
i andarguments formerly fetdown, 


-- —— 


it > ows CHaP, 29. 
: Who and what adeified 


WAR’, 


i TT might be demanded whois , or what 
is adeified, or a divine man ? whereune 
4 Lanfwer, hee whois illuminated with the 
. eternall and divine love is a divine anda 
4 deified man : And of this light wee haye 
made fome mention heretoforé, But wee, 
( mutt know thatlight and knowledge is fit 
; for nothing, nor is any thing witnout love 
| which. may here: be petceived . that al. 
, though;a man yery, well know. what ver~ 
, tue or viceis; yet except helove-vertue,, be 
. becommeth not, neyther is endued with 
; vertue, 


Tro man is, | 


vertue , but leaving vertue hee followeth || 
vice. Butif heembrace vertue then he fol. |! 
Joweth 1t, and this love caufeth himto be. |) 
come an ene.ny tovice in fi:ch manner thar | 
ke cannot only not entertain nor commit |! 
fin, but .alfo maketh him to hate irinalf |! 
men; yea, he doth fo far love vertue thathe |" 
e-nnoc be at reft except he doth exereile or |! 
enjoy it as tmich as heemay , and that for i 
no other.caufe but for rhac hee loveth ver- 
tue, ond vertue it felf is a reward to him, * 
with cnjoysig of which hee refts fo well 
contentec-es chat hee will not exchange } 
her fer any treafure. Wy 
This she who becommeth and is-avete 
twous mon, & he chat is truly endued with |! 
yertue, would not for the whole werld be ; 
bereaved of vertues Nay, hee hadrather | 
dieamifcrable death. ose 
Weunay {peck the like of Juftice, molt! 
men know tifficiently whet is suftice , yer! | 
docthey nor become juft for they leyenot’ | 
Jiitice, and therefore theylexcreite vie@and: | 
inguiticesforit they loved julticetheyconkt! 
dee nothing whieh Were. unjuft for they 
” would 
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» Would hate znd become fich enemics to 
| Ijuftice. as thar if they fhovld perceive 


itinany man, they would willingly fiffer 
and ect great matters, whereby injuftice 


» Might berooted out and man become jntt, 


and had rather dic then doe any unjuft 


, thing , and all thefe they. would. doe for 


no orher caufe ner end but the leveof ju- 
flice , and juftice fhonld be their reward, 
and fi ficiently recompence them. Sucha 
one beccrmmeth , and is.a joftmen , who. 
hadrather dic a hundred times then jive une 


» jaily. 


The like may be faid of truth, akhough 
aman knew in. many things, whatisrtrue 
and falfe., yet if he Joye net thetruth, he is 
hot a true man, end. if he doeloveit . then, 


» that befalleth bir which is {aid.of fuftice. 


Lfaich {peaketh of juttice w hen-he faith, 


, Woe,to them that are. of a auble [priit, 


thefe are they whe actwardly ferve Cod, 
burn ardly ate f, lof iies,in whofe mouth 

aly< is found. 
bicrewe nay Igarnithat knew lecge and 
skill being yoid of loys 1s of no. meiment, 
The 


112 MAN ts. 


The dike is alfo underftood ‘of the deyill, 


who knoweth and underftandeth evilland 
good: jult and iinj dt, trath and falfehoed, 
&c. But becaife he loveth ‘not the good 
which hé knoweth , he becommeth not 
good, which furely he ‘would if he covld 
love thexruth?. ard other 00d things and 
vertues, which’ he knoweth': It is truem- 
ceed ,that loye and Knowledge ought tobe 
taught, but iflovedoe not follow knowe- 
ledgeand accompany it, nothing is gained, 

And {uch is the confideration of coed, 


and of his nature, and of thote things that: 


appertain'to him, that if any man haye 
great knowledge of Ged , and of ‘hisna- 
ture, and thinks thathe knoweth and un- 


derftandeth what Godis, except he been. | 


dued with love, he cannot become divine 
ordeificd: Butif he have true oye, itis 
certain that fuch aman doth cleaye unto 
God, and forfaketh all {uch things asare 
netGod, nor appertaining to God , and 
that he doth hate, and is at enmity with 
all fuch things not enduring them, being 
Stieyous to him , and this love doth fo 
joyne 


| 
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,joyne a man to God , that he can never be 
feparatcd from him, 


CHAP. 40. 


Whether God may bé known, and 
yet not loved, 


Excea queftion arileth , becaufe it is 

“% Lid hethat knoweth God not, and 
‘ loveth him not, can never be bleffed. From 
“this kindeof knowledge the queftion ari- 
feth , what kinde of knowledge that is 
“whereby God may be known and yet not 
"Toved’; feeing it is faid clfewhere, that 
"where God is known , he there alfo is lo- 
* yed, and that he that doth know God,doth 
alfo neceffarily Jove him. how then can 

* thefe contrary things agree together ?. un= 
* to which'Tanfwer , that here sguin fome- 
‘ thing’ is to be cbferved : We have for- 
" merlyfpoken of two lights , a true and a 
" falfe; after the fame manner we muft ails 
saa, cerne 


— 
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cerne that there is 2 double Joye, a tre one 

anda falfe one, both which mutt be taupe 

& brovght unto us by fome light or know. 

teclge : Now che true light worketh true 
love, and the folfe light falfe love, for that 

whieh the fulfe light, doth acconnt tobee 

beft, the fame it doth propound, and per- 

fwadeto be loved as the brit, and love 
doth follow and obey what it comman.| 
deth. Now it is formerly tanght thatthe 
falfe light is natural and nature, fo a) 
Whatfoever is proper and belonging tosis 
tureis proper and belonging to it, as I, 
mine, tome, this that, this mans, &e. It | 
is neceffary therefore it fhould be deceived 
and falf init felfe , for I , OF mine never 
commeth to the true light or knowledge 
undeccived, except oncly one which isthe 
divine perfons. Andto the end we may, 
come tothe knowiledve of the funple truth, 
itis neceflary thetall thefe perifh.. This 
2ifo isone fpeciall propeaty belonging to 
the natural falle light, that it defireth to 
Know all things ifir be poffible , and con- 
ceiveth much joy and pleafure, boafting in 
its 
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itsknowledge and learning , def ring al+ 
ways to know more and mere, and yer 
never is contented therewith , and the more 
or higher things it knoweth , the greater 
occafion it taketh of oy and boafting, and 
whenitis come to fo great heighth shat 
it fuppofeth it knows all things, and more 
then all then is itin the higheft plealure, 
and triumph accounting that knowledge 
as the molt beft and excellent thing , and 
thoreforeitteacheth that knowledge and 
learning ought to be loved as the moft beft 
and excellentthing. And thus it comes te 
pafic that knowledge and learning is mor¢ 
eftecmed of then the thing it ielfe which is 
known. for thenatwrall and falfe lightdoth 
bette: love its knowledge & learning (that 
is, it felfe) then that feifefame thing which 
is knowne, asif it were poflible that the 
fame natvrall light could know Ged , and 
the fimple nuth as it is in God & in truth, 
yet notwithftanding it would not depart 
from its own property, that 1s, fromit 

felfe and its own- 
After this mannctis knowledge without 
the 
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thelove of that which is knowne ot hath 
been knowne : and thus it climbeth and 
creepeth to fuch an height that ittiprofeth 
it {elfeto know God end the true and fm- 
pletruth, and fo it loveth it felfe in it felfe: 
Surely God is knowne of ncthing burof 
God ; and becaufe this light firppofeth that 
it knoweth good , it perfwadeth it (elfalfo 
that ic isGcd, And boafteth it {elf as God, 
and willing to becfteemed God, thinking 
itfelf worthy ef allthings ; and to haye 
right over all things, and that ithath overe 
come and conquered all things, &c. Yea,. 
and it fcorneth Chrift himfelfe and the life 
of Chrift,and all other things for it would 
not be Chrift but God eternall , the teafon 
of thisis, becaute that Chrift and hislife js 
contrary and burthenfome to ell nature,and 
therefore naturecannot beare it but would 
be God for ever and not man, yet would ic 
willingly be Chrift as hee isnow after his 
tefurtecticn, for all this 1s eafie and pleafant 
and comfortable tonature,theréfore nature 
efteems itbelt becaufe it fecmeth belt for 
her felfe. 
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Some thing is known, but yet not loved 
of this falfe light, and of this falfe and de- 
ceitfull Joye, but knowledge and learning is 
more loyed then the thing itfelfe whichis 
known. 

There is alfo knowledge which is called 
Science , and yet is not Science, and this ts 

when aman fuppofeth by hearing reading, 
and forme Gingular knowledge and learning, 
many things are known to him, the w hich 
is called Science, and fayth , that it know- 
eth this or that. And if you aske him 
whence heknowethat be wilimakeanfwer 
that he hath read itin becks, &c. And this 
istered knowledge and {Cience, &c. but 
itis belicfe end not {cierce or knowledge, 
and by this {cience and knowledge many 
things are uncerftood and knowne which 
arenot covered. There isalfo a love which 
is altogether fall, 2s when any thing is lo- 
ved fer.teward , as when aman loveth ju- 
ftice to the end he might obtayn fomerhing 
by it, &c, Alfo when any Creatureloveth 
another forfemething of his own,crif the 
creature do love God for fome end : Then 
" all 
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all chefe things are f-le, & this love is moft 
Proper to natvreas It 1S nature, ne\ ther can 
Haureas itis nature, know or performec= 
ny other love chen this, for if any one wete 
ableto percciye this nature as it is natute, 
foveth nothing but itfelie, by this ncans 
formething is acknowledged to be good and 
not loyed. But thetruc love is tavghtand |} 
directed by the truel:ght and knowledge, 
and thetruceternalland divine light teache 
eth love to love nothing elf but thetrue 
finpleand peifeet good, and that for noo. 
t) ercaufe bur for god, not that it defireth 
to have this, or that, or any thing from it 
by way of reward , but only fer théloyeof | 
good, and becaufe it is Yood and ovghitdes 
ferveciy to beloved, That which 1s this 
known of the true light meft allo neceflas 
Fly be loved of t! c true love: Now the pet 
fC good cannot be known but of the true 
truelight , and theceforeimult necds belo. 
ved when it is known. 
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CHAP. 41, 


‘ Of the true love of God. 


r 3 Bae alfo is to be obferved in what 

te man foever the tue light erthe rue 

Jove is, in him thetrveand perfeét good 

isknown 2nd leved of it felfe-, and this is 

done nor that hee loyeth itas hin felf or as 

from himfelf, but as ic is the truce and (imple 
good : and furely that which is: perfcet, 
neyther cam nor will love any thirg fo far 
«© forth asicis loved of it, but the only true 
» good, ard becaufe itidlf is thatfame thing, 
4 iemeceflarily followeth that it felfe Should 
Jove it fF, yet not it felf as itfelf’ nonof st 
¢ Wb avor ixfeF, burto andin {ech manner 
 asonc end the true good doth loyeone irue 
perfect gocd. And as the onc tre and per- 
y feéi gcod * And herexpon it is found and is 
tre thee God’ doth act dove himafeli, 2 

hirte’f , forif thete. were any better then 
God, God would fove it znd not himfelfs 
Fer nthistriie Lett and in this true love, 
: thete 


' 
it 


120 Of the true love of God, 


thereneyther remayneth , or myne, orto jf 
ne, or thou, cr chyne, orany fich thing sj 
but the light knoweth and underftandethlt 
that onegood-which.is ali gedd and aboye 
allecod , and all things are truly good in| 
this one, and withoutthis one there is nor 


i 
good. Therefore here, this , or that, For! 
thou, or the like, is not loyed, ‘but only that) 
which is neyther I nor:thou, this. tier that, ® 
and in it every gocd is loved as the of ly 
good as it is f2yd, allin one asin cone, 2nd 
one in allasinall, and one andall good 
isloved by one in one, or by thelove of one, 
for the love that, is born to one. Hereiti 
neceffary that all Egoyty, myne, felfnefie, 
and the like fhould wholy perifh and bell 
forfaken , and. this belongeth properly to 
God, excepting what belongeth to thepe 
onality. ae 
Whiatfoever therefore commeth to paffel 
inaman who is truly deified eyther by doz 
‘ing or fff ¢ting, the fame comes to pafie in 
‘this light orin this love,andfrom the faine” 
‘and by the fame, hd again into the fames | 
hence it followeth that man is ona 
$ with 
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With it, and giveth over his defire to know 
‘more or leffe. orto have, live , dye. or not 
‘tobe, &c. all thefe things are effected and 
areoneand the fame, neyther is here any 
thing blained but only fin, and whatfin 16, 
isformerly fayd : For it is fin to willother- 
‘wile then the fimple and perfcét good , or 
the cne and etc tally will , and to will any 
thing without it or ogainitit, or otherwife 
then that only will would +,whatloever 
oceedeth thence.as to lye inj tice, fraud, 
thd all vices. Finally, whatlocver is, and 
$ called fin, commech hence that man wil. 
fth otherwite then God the true good : 
“of if there were no will but this only one, 
thete would be ro fin.committed.” There- 
ore we may well fay thatall our own will 
$fin , and that Gn'is nothing ‘elfe but that 
Whieh proceedeth from out own will and 
his is only that whereof acre deified man 
oth complaitie , and ‘indeed hee is fo far 
Srieved and mioved with > as that if 
feh a man wereto endure ’a hundred ine 
Biious crucil ‘deaths , hee would nor fo 
auch complain or grieve as for fin. And 
. G. this 


"_ ot ought to be fuffered", done , or come 
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this mutt of neceffity continue {0 entill the |" 
death of the body, where {uch a one is wan- |? 
ting, there furely is not a divine or deified |! 
man. Therefore after that in this light 
and inthis love, all good is loved mone,|? 
ands one, ard one inal] and in all things)“ 
4g one and a$ all | it followeth neceffanl 4 
thar whatfdever Katha good name thal 
al{e be loved as vertue, order, integrity, jue” 
ice truth Xc. Briefly whatfoever belongs 
cth to God as the ttuc good being propa 
it, thé fame is beloyed and commen dof 
it's And Wwhatlocver is contrary hereuntoot” 
voyd of this breedeth payn and tonne : 
and isblamed as fin: And in what mat’ 
fever this is beloyed in the true lighta ’ 
true love, he leadeth the moft excellent and’ 
beft life of any that ever wasor fhall be: 
and therefore this is to be affected and: 
ptayfed above all other lives: This 
and is in Chri moft perfeétotherwile 
‘could not be Chrift, and this love of whic! 
“all this excellent life and all good isloved, 
‘eaufeth all whatloever is meet, convenient 


m 
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affe to be willingly 2 and fre ly done and 
tutte ted | thor oh. it. be orn ight be gri¢- 
A VOlts.to hata re 
Againe, Chrift fayth , My ; yoke ts eafie, 
, and my burden light , huis is wrovght by 
that leve which loveth this oreellcnt life, 
and it is appara ntin the Apoftles X Mar- 
ityts who fuffered" willin gly and patiendly 
 whatfcever they were to fuffer § neyther 
ie did they deGre of God thatthe torment 
i wand payn might be fhortned and madcea- 
1 fic or leffe , but only that they,mightabice 
firme and éc nftent. And furély wharloerer 
Fis proper to the divine love ina pry deiied 
man. the fame is fof mple rivhtand pun, 
ete it can never be playnly and-trny €x- 
reflecd’& written neyther can it be mqwa 
“Dut only where itis: and where,.t isnot 
{at cannot beloved inivch Jeffe known. 
os ~ Agay née. naturallhife , where there is 4 
| Ceraity 1 imble and uncettayne. Natures fo 
manito id and intricate tharit, always fecks 
ahd finds many comers, of ‘talfhoods 3 de- 
“eeits, and tha t only for icfelf , fo asthavit 
 canihat be exprefi cdor written. Sceing then 
G3 fal- 
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falfhood isdeceived, and every deceit d 
firlt deceive it felf, it follows that thefamer 
thing muftbefill the falfe ight, and love) 
for hee that deceivethas fale himfelf,, asi} 
elfwhere fayd ; And whatfoever is pree 
to the Devill and belongs to him is likewilel 
in this life and light.and in the love theregh 
infomuch that there is no difference bes 
tween them, and therefore this falfelightifl 
the devil, & the devil is the felf fame light 
This may here appeare,.even.as the Devi. 
dothfuppofe himf«lfto be God , or atleal 
would willingly be accounted God , of ¢ 
{treed as God, and is in all this decei dy 
fot commeth to paffe likewife in the 
ligxt,andin the love and life thereof, And). 
~ as the Devili would willingly deceive i 
“men, and ‘draw them to him and to hij 3 
“Properies! making them like tohinifelfes 
and ulin ‘many arts and deyices to thal. 
end, fo thefaine comes to paffe hikewifein 
“thislight :’Airid asno man can thruftthe 
Devil dut ofhis poffeffion even fo the like ' 
befallettihere. “AH this proceedeth hence 
that the Deyilland’ Nature both, imagin 
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ind perfwadethemfelves that they are not 
lecetyed. but rather thar they are in very 
jood eftate,. which tryly isthe wort and 
nolt hurtful errour thatcan be. Therefore 
he Deviland hatiire are one andthe {me ; 
vercome nature rand yea overcome the 
Yevill and yanquifh him , and as long as 
dture'is unconquered } ‘the Devillis alfo 
fconquered , Whetherthis be referred to 
(worldly or fpirituall hfe, yet all this] ght 
May neth fiifeauid errovieous; beitty it ielf 
tceivecand erroneo: § being irtelfe decei~ 
tdand deceiving others allo sf it can, By 
Yat which is formerly faid it may evident 
The underttood and known 5 ‘that there is 
Didifferctice when and where thereis any 
ech madeof Adum , difobedience , the 
‘d man, cgoity , every mans own will 
ft, appetite, I, mine nature) and falf? 
‘ght, the devill and fin , all thefe dre on 
“idthe{ame thing, ail this: isagainft Go 
id without God. 
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¢ That there i noshing contrary -))" 


10 God but mans own 
will. 


Be if now any ong aske:whether ther, 
be any thing.contrary to God andthe , 
true good ? I aniwer, that chene istiothing 


either conttary to.God, ‘nor without 


but onely towil osherwite then the eternal 


will willeth. If thou willeft any thingos 
therwife thea the eternall will -walleth,that 


4s contrary:to the eternaliswill «; 


Now the eternal. wilh willeth, and te 


Guireth that nothing thould be willeda 


loved, but onely the true good, and if ang 


thing be done otherwite that 1s contealy 


to it. Hence itis , that this faying is mug 


that he whois not with,.God, as again 
God: but in very deed, nothings agai 
God orthe truegood , which 1s thustol 
underftood , as.if God had faid, heeth 
willeth of himfelte without me, of willet 
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potas I.doe , he walleth acainft me, for 
my willisthatno man fhould will other- 
wife then doe or withont me , and there 
ought to be no will without my will,,as 
without me there is neither effence nor 
life. reither this nor that, fo ought there 
alfo to be no will, without me or without 
my will and culy,as lj things which are, 
are indeed one and the fame. in true eflence, 
and every good is one good, neither can 
any thing be without that one, fo .alfe 
ought all wils to be one willin one perfect 
will, neither ought any will to be wathout 
iis one, when therefoge it is other wife, it 
is unjalt, contrary to Godand hus will,and 
therefore fin. 1 
Youfee i: hath been formerly faidy that 
every will which is yoid ofthe wil of God, 
thatus, every proper will; and whatfoever 
proceedeth from the felfe willis finne ; fo 
Jong as-man feeketh his own good ; and 
that which is beft for hinfelfe as his own, 
to hinlelf2, and as of himtelfe, he doth ne- 
ver finde it,for.aslong as this is done, man 
feeks not that whichis beft for hinfelfe, 


G 4 and 


128 but mans own will, 


. P| u 
and therefore 1s frr from finding it! For 


fo Jong as man is thus affected he feeks | 


himfclfe , and fuppoteth himtelfe to be the 
beft--and becaufe man is not the beft {6 
long as he ‘eeks himfelfe. 4 

Bat in what man foever, good is fought, 
loved, and refpeéted as good,and for good, 
and that no otherwife but onely for the 
love of good , not as from me, I, mine, to 


ime, or forine, &c. there is it found, for” 
thar tis nghtly fought, where it is other- | 


wifeit is falfe,” And tt ly by this means, 


Ul 


the perfect good 18 fought, loved, andre. | 
< ere) > : 


{peéted, and therefore found. It is a great 
folly in any man, to thinke that/he know- 
eth or can doe any thing of himlelfe, efpes 
cially, whenhethinketh that he knoweth 
orcan doe any good whereby he might 
attain or deferye any great matter at Gods 
hands, for hereby God is difhonoured , if 
you rightly underftand it: Notwithftand- 
ing thag tue good doth favour every fimple 
and foolifh man-which knows no’ better 
things,-and doth fuffer the bef thingsto 
befallhim as muchas may be, and furely 


F 
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God granteth ‘him as much good'as he is 


able to receive, bit heneither findeth nor 
obtaineth it; follong as heis fo affected, for 
he niuftneceflarily> forfake: egoity wholy; 
othezwile héfhall novfindeit nor obtain 
it. , 


t } 
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© That wherethe life of Chrift 


there ws Chrift. 


H® that, knoweth | and.underltandeth 
! ‘he life of Chrift knoweth. alfo and 


( yrderftandeth Chraft, and. hee that know- 


eth- not the, Jife off Chritt knoweth not 
Chrif +, heethat, believeth an Chrift belie- 
veth thaptus. life is moft excellent and the: 
beft life, he that believeth.not this doth mt 
believe in Chrift : looke how much of-he 
lite of ,Chrilt is in any, man; fo mvA 
Chriftis inch a}fo, and how little €t¢ is 
ofthe onc, {o}ittde there is of the ot! ‘For. 
Ie G5 ~ where 
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where thelife of Chriftis there isChinh, 
and where the lifeiofi Ghtiftis nor there is 
not Chrift.. W hexefoever therefore the lite 
of Chriftis or may be; therethar night be 
fayd:to be-whick Saint Pasltpeaketh , J 
live, yet not I but Chrift that livech in me, 
and this is the beft and moft excellent life, 


for wheréfoeverthis life is,there God him. — 


felfe is and liveth + And lkewife all good : 
can there be any better life'then this ? Ob- 
ferve this well where(oever you heareobe. 
dience fpoken of , the new man, thetrue 
light, true loye.or the life of Chrsft all thele 
are one and the fame, and wherefoever one 
ofthefe is they are al] there, and whereloiie 
is wanting none are prefent, for they asc all 
trué and'indéed one thing + But if there be 
any fuch thing by the hdpe swhereofi you 
‘mey obtayn that this might’ grow’ and ling 
‘Jaman you ought tocleave unto it , and to 
nO'other thing : ‘And whatfoever doth 
hiner it, that youeughtto feaye'dnd for 
fake *And if any man codld obtapn sein 
the’ hey 'Sacraftients hee fHould’ obtayne 
» Chrift ly and well, and ‘the more'you 


chtayn | 
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ebtayn of this . the more you obtayne of 


Chrift wuly,, and the leffc of thisythe letfe 


valio of Chrift. 


CHAP. 44 
CH. Tobe content with Gad 


I is (aid he who is contented with God, 


ath faffictent , which is true, and hee 
awhich is content» with: anything elie, 
whieH 1s this or! that; is not ‘contented 
with God» but shee! that 1s contented 
wt: God is content with nothing elfe but 
only withione , which is neyther thisnor 
that, and yet ir ts all things tor God is one 
and allthings “8 itis neceffary not that he 
fhould be all things. “Again , whatfocver 
isand is not ‘one that is not God’, and 
aviiatfoever is, ands nov all and above all 
that is not God, forGod 1s. one-and alfand 
above all; whofoever therefore is content 
witl‘God iscontent with one, And heeto 
whomal} things arenes one, and one all 
fs things 
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things , and to whem fome thing and no. 
thing are not of like yalue,and are one and | 
the fame, he cannot be content'with Gods |) 
But in whom this is, in hin it is found, 
that heis contented andno whereelfe. The |t 
like is.alfo to be here underflood. Hee that | 
will thew and appiove himfelf holy, con 
formable and obetlient to God: mult hecek 
farily be conformable and obedient only in | 
duffering :aid-neythier refift, help, nor dé- 
fend himfele : he that doth not fo con- || 
forme hunfelte; and become wholy obedi« 
ent:bothtomen 2nd alhthings:, obeying 
in one;.as inone , heois not conformable 
not doth obey Ged. 

This we may fe¢ in Chrift.. To theend 
therefore that: man may fuffcx God, and 
héve a -wall fo to doe, 1t)s neceffary that 
he fuffer all thingsan ene as in one, and 
that hedoenot in. any fort refitt any thing 
that is contrary tohim , This Chrift allo 
pe:formed.and he that reGifleth thofe th ings 
which are crcfle to him, and gardeth hire 
felfe xpainft them neither willner can fifa 
fer God. This is. thus. to be undetticod, 

oie X=. 
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refiftance ovght not to be made -gainita- 
/ ny thing or creature byforce or war, by 
will or work , yet it_is law full wichout 
committing. finne to forfske and'fly thefe 
things which are hu.tfull to us. There- 

fore he thatloveth God loveth all thingsin 
Jone asinone, and one inall things , as all 
{ things.in one: Alfo ke that loveth any 

thing this or that, othexwile then inone, 

and for one, heloveth not Gd; becaufe 
~ he loveth fornthwng which is nor God, and 
. therefore. he Jove: fomthin, mere then 

God ::He thenthatlovert any thing more 

then God, ‘or loveth any thing befides 

God, loveth not God , ferGod w il , and 
: ought onely to be loved, and nothing can, 
truly -be loved but God: And in what 
man focver; the true light andjtrueloveis, 
there is nothing loved.ef him’ faving God, 
for God. is there! loved as. God and for 
God and'ali thatis goodas one,and one a$ 
» ail, forall, chings are ttyly one, and one-is 
allinGods,) . bean ere cdg te 
pi borrl ye Craps 


z 
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CHuaPp. 45. 
Whether fin is to bc lowed, 


HT re arifeth a queftion , fince chotall | 
rings »te to-beloved:, ‘Whether finne 
ouhrto be loved? I anfwer no, for when 


all istnentioned: that onély 1s to benders 
ftood which ts good.) and every thing i is 


good in that it is: the Deyill is eood in | 


that he is’ and inthis manner nothing is 
evillor hot good: Burit is (inne: ito wall, 


defire, or owe!: Orherwife . then’ God i 


doth, and to will this ‘is not to be} and 
shexefore isnot good, Bricfly there ¥ now 
thine eed), but fo fat forthas jt isin God, 
od 
now all things are thatw hichitheyarein 
God > and tkatea ereat Cea] ‘more theti in 
thertilelves: therefore aller; ings are good 
fo far forth as they are), and if there were 
any thing whofe effenee-wetenokin God, 
that thing were nor goed , bue-towifh or 
defire any : thing which is again't God , 
not in God, for God cannot will on 
_ thing 


~ 
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thing which ts againit God , or otherwile 
then God ccth.., therefore, it is evill and 
net good , oF rather it is nothing atall, 
Goc aiiclovethavorks. but not all manner 
of works. What werks doth hee love? 
farely fuch as proceede trom the teaching 
Jand difcipline of the true light, and from 
He love, whatfeever proceedeth frotia 
l thefe , and is'done therein, in {pirie and 
/ truth , the fame belongeth to Ged and is 
| pleafirg to him, but that which proceedeth 
bein the falfelight ‘ond: talfe love, all that 
" jg evill; ‘and ofpecially that which procee+ 


t 
th 
- 


| deth; Orisidoneorleft nacone or fuffered 


tobe done by or from anyother will or 
. defire, or any other love , then from the 


. qxill:orlove'otGod ¢ ‘All this T fay'is, and 


t 


cémineth’to. pafle without God’, aida 


| paint God and: gainttthe worke of God, 
. and js finnes | 


CaP, 
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CHAP, 46. 


That Faith bringeth forth 
nowledge, 


not, cr wall | 
damned, This.is tr 


dedige, nox can attayn to it except hee firlt 4 
believe. ,/and hee thet will necds:know bes |) 
fore he believeth nevercomes totruc knows | 
de ge: Thefe.thii gs are not to be under. |) 
fioca ofthe chiefpoints of Chriftian faith, 
for alland every, Chriftian ofthe common ; 
people dath: believe tiem ,qthe: wickedag 
welhas, the innocent: <Thefe are tonbee | 
believed, or elle no man can come to the 
knows ledge of the other. Thefe things are 
tobeunderftocd of the occafons bclong- 
totreth, which may be both known and 
found cut, thele muft be believed. before 
they beknown or found out, clieit is im- 


pol 


Se ee 


Of mans.own proper will, 137 
i soffible to. come to trie know led gc: And 
of this faith Jefus Chritt {peaketh. 


tS, 
I, Cua. 47: 


Of mans. own proper will, 


(ET isfaid rhat in Hell nothing aboun- 
Dic. fo much.as 4fewill, and.this is 
“true, for there isno other by tfel-fwill, and 
Wifit were not fo, there. would be neither 
Well nor Devil, ; 

Whereas it is faid, that the Devill 
fell down from Heaven, and averted hite 
sfelfe ftom God, &c, it, is nothing clte but 
i that hie would have hisown will , and not 
e bé of thefame wall with the eternal will. 
The like befell Adam. alfo m Paradice 
‘And when mention 1s made ct feltewill, 
then that is underftood to bee it which 
+ willéth ‘ocherwile then the fimple and e- 
- ternall will would or'willeth. Bue what 
63s Paradice ? It is whatfoever is, for 
+ whatfoever is is good, and pleafant , 3 
alo 


138 Of mans own proper wil, 
alfo pleafingto God, and therefore both 


is. and is rightly called Paradice, Para. \ 
dice is alfo {uid to be the threthold of 
Suburbs ofthe Kingdome of heaven. {9 
alfo, whatever 1s , nay be well termed f 
the fuburbs of the etetnall , Or of the eters : 
nity, chiefly chat which may be-perceiyed | 
or known ‘in’ this fife from reinrogory 
things, in the credtures and ovt of the | 
creatures of God andl erernity : Forthe: 
creat res are a Cemonttretion and a wayl 
which leadeth to God and eter 
therefore they ate called a threfhold and): 
fuburbs of eternity , and hee ma y wel bee 
faid to. bethe Paradice. In this Paradice 1’ 
all things were granted, which were in it, 
except one tree and the ftuit thereof, which | 
is thus to be underftood : There is nos 
thing forbidden: of allsthings which are 
there, nor centrary to God , faving one 
thing, whichis, our own proper will, or 
that min fhould ‘vill otheryife then the 
eternal willwillech. f 

This 1s to bee weyed : God faith to. 
. Adam, that is, to eycry particular man, | 
4 whatloeyer 


Why Godcreated mans 139 


whatfoever thou doef or doelt not, it 
js lawtull anc not forbiden , fo as it bee 
| done, not according, to thy will, but after 
" mine, for whatioeyer 1s done out of thy 
will, 1s wholy,cantragyt© the eternal) will, 
not ecaute all works {o done axe contrary 
fo the cternall all but hen they aredone 
with another wall, or other wile thenout 
of thecternall will. 


CHAP. 43» 


* WhyG od created mans opn will, 
ceing it # contr ay to the 
ecrnak will, 


Ere foe will aske, fecing that this 

“ree (thats ,ourown proper will) is 
jocontraty to God, and ‘the eternal will, 
why did God createand make it ; and alio 
placest in Paradife ? Unto which 1 thus 
anfwer, If any creature def. seto fearch in- 
to and know. the bidden conntels and wall 
o 


140 own will, fecing it ip 


of God , as lotieing ‘to underftand why 
God did anything, or lef it undone, of the t 
hkethis man deCreth the famethat Adm, |, 
did ‘and the Devill, for this defire feldomé | 
Proceedcth’ tres any, o: 
that thod takeft pleafaré 
in which isindére pride,’ trly humbled 4 


. . : 
and ° iMuminated man doth nor defire of 


God to have his fecrets* revealed to him, ' 
asif heefhould aske hy God did doe or ! 
chay-this orthat-&c. But omthe-contraz i 
ry part defiveth only that himfelf might be - | 
anihilated in himfife , and that his ovine 
willmieht perth, and the cternal] willlive 
and prevay) in him Feinayning unhindred 
of any other wils | and that he hitmfelfand 
all that is in him might {acishe the eternal] 
will ; yet fome thing élfe might be faid in 
anfWer to this queftion after this Wile. 
There is no thing fo excellent and pleafing 
in all createres as knowledve or reafon, and 
Will: Which two ate % Joyned together 
that where the one is there is the other alfo, 


‘and it thefe two were not, then would | 
therebe no reafonable creature at all but 


only 
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‘only brutebeatts, and brutifhneffe which 
would bea great fai it; Neyther would 
"God (as 1s formerly fayd) obtay ine hisown 
nature, or the nature of thofe whware his 
‘by agting, which notwitl {tending is fit to 
be done., and appertayneth to petfe ction. 
' Now this knowledge and created reafon 

* was given with the will tothe end it might 
: both gees étthe will and it felfe, that ane 

“ther the knowlecgenor the will was of it 
t felf, and that ney ther of them had part 
. of chemfelves: nor oughc to ferye themfelves 
: northeir owne wul , and. thet neyther.. of 
them ought to be pr fitable to it felf, orto 
i theufe of it felf, but to-be of his of whom 
© they had their being and toobey and flow 
* back agayn into him & in themfelves that 
: fame i is to be turned into nothing inther 
‘owne {lfnefte. 
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Carr. 49. 
Why God created the will, 


Ereagayn is fome thing elpecially to / ’ 
bee obferved concerning the will), 
which is in God originally gcod, effentiale,, 
Jy without eny work or action , the farie § 
willis likewife ininan, and all orherliying), 
things both doing and willing < For the), 
nature and property of the will 1s to wil), 
for'whatorher things fhould itdoe, fortt 3 
fhowld not be at all if had noaétion, and), 
thiscannot be effected without living ctea- | 
tures: Thercfore it i¢neceffary that ite 
fhould be creatires , and God will hayes 
fuch to the end that this will might have, 
and doit own work in them, which other , 
wife is inGod without work and yereen- | 
not but be.Therefore there ysa will ia lis, 
ving.ctéatures( which is colds createdwil) 
no lefle belonging to Ged then the eternalll 
will is not appertaynmg. to thecreatysest 
Andbecaufe God cannot will ywithouta-4 
Etion 


\ 


_ | Why Godcreated the wil, 43 


@ion and notion withoutliving creatures, 

therefore hee wil] doe it in and ‘with theli- 

ying creatures. Wherefore fiting things 

ought not to will <ny thing “by this very 

wil, but God ought and will by ction 
“will together , with the will which isin 
‘fan, and yet isthe will ot God, whichif 
‘it wereany where, oF that this were in 
iran abfolutely or whely, then men fhould 
"will nothing bur only God, and there | fay 
will fhould not be felf-will, neyther fhould 
Wi that man will otherwife then Ged willeth 
Fr God fhould. there exercife his wil! and 
4 not man, and there the will of man fhould 
© he the fame with the eternal] will, as-hae 
“ ying flowed into the feme. And inman 
there would be and remayn love and for- 
Yow, Plcafiure atid pain with fuch like ¢ For 
ie Qyhere the will doch will willingly , there 
© is love or torrow swherefoevér thofe things 
| are put in evecution which the will willeth 
# there 1s Jove , but if other things be done 
© thei the will willeth thereis forrow , and 
4 this forrow 1s not*mans but Gods , for 
Wy whofe the willis , his alfo is the love and 
Po forrow 
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forrow isnot mans butGods, but the a 

is not the willof man, butof God 3 theres} 

fore the love and {orrow is his alfozneyther! 

as there any thing blamed faving that which 

is contrary to God : Neyther is there any) 

Joy or pleafure conceived but what Procee= 

deth from God and from that which is 
Gods ,' and belongeth properly to ci 
Therefore as itis with the willio it is withh 
knowledge , reafon., power, love and: [ 
things which ate in man. that is, chat they © 
all belone to God , and notto man: And) 
if it fhould come to paffe at any time that » 
the will were wholly forfiken, then los) 
ther things would likewife be abandoned, |, 
and by this mezns God fhould obtayn all | 
things appesray ning unto bim and will} 
thould-be no more teife will. Thus did 
God create wil] >but not. thac st fhould bell, 
Ouroyn. _ ' 


aa 
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CHAP. go. 
i "How the Devill and Adam chal- 
. lenge will to themfelves. 


N OW. commeth the Deyill and 
Adem (tharis) falfe nature , and 
si¢hal engeth to himéelfe this will , makiny 
jt his own, and enjoying it to the ufe of 
himiclfe, and thofe which are his, and this 
isthe great loffe and injury , this J fay is 
that bite wherewith; Adem did bite the 
‘apple which is forbidden,and conrary to 
uGod. ,, And.as long and wherethis felfe- 
wallis ,. there never is any true quietneffe, 
Miwhich may ecafily bee difcerned both in 
wma, 2nd: al{o in the devil: Neither is 
Uthercany true happpincfle there, cither in 
thishfe or eyerlifty gly. | 

Where this felfe will is there is a pro- 
“priety by which man doth challenge will 
pbato himielfc , and. n aketh it his own, 
Mybich if ay be not fart ken in this hife, but 
ieargyec forth of this hife, ic is tobe flared 
: H that 


-~- 
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that it can never bee abandoned , neither?’ 
can that man ever receive true contentment” 
nofenjoy peace, \seft, or happimeffe,, the” 
which maybe feene in the Deval! If creas 
tures were not endued with reafom and 
will , furdy God would remain unknows P 
and unbelieved, neither praifed nor hos 
noured, and all living creatures weld bee 
ofno accor nt and unfitto férve Ged, and" 
this anfwer is made to this’ queftion , If 
there be any one who from this ong and™ 
tedious fpeech “C which norwithitandiig? 
is fhort and. profitable to Godwards ) ean’ 
and will corre himfelfe,, that'will bewer, 
ry acceptable to God. “That whieh is’ 
free is proper tonoman , and he that dow 

appropriate ir doth all, 

Now of allfieedomes: nothing iso fee 
asthe will, and wikolaceer Hallas it his 
own, and doth ngtieave it to its Own nes 
. ble liberty, free nobleneffe and free mamutt 

he doth ill, this doth the Devilland Adie 

Ta and ail cheir imitators , “but *hee thardoth 
UB leave will to its own excellent Itherty ‘doth, 
. ashe ought. This “doth ‘Chuift,"sod 
: chat 


t0 themfelve;, ‘T47 


that imitate him. He that depriveth wil} | 
vof that his excelléntliberty, and maketh it 
his @wm, this mans xeward'is, that hee 
become fibject tocares., forrows. pover- 
ties, troubles, ringuietnefle and misfortunes, 
and that he remain in them {o long as that 
latteth both.in this lifeand for evers Bug 
ieee that lea vcth will to its own freenature, 
Beenjoyeth plenty, pesce, quieteffe, reft, 
Kelicity; both in this life and everlaftingly. 
Wherefore in what man will is not appre- 
Priated but remaincth im its own exeellent 
Beton, there abideth and is a truly free 
ynd abfolure man or creature, of whom 
y Chet faith | Truth hall make yon 
4 Free,avd prefently after, home 
the Sonne doth make free, 
" he.is free indeed, 

Ay t ce “3 

* 
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CHAP,. §% 

Thatin what man the truth — 

is, in that man free | 

will ’. ; 

‘ 
His alfo is diligently to be obfirve 

that in what man foeyer the ¢ 

tifeth its free liberty,it bath a w orke pro 
to it felfe , which is to w ill, and that which 
it'w ileth. it willeth withour hindranee: 
Sod it willeth that which in every ching 
isthe beft and moft excellent , and what! 
“(oéver is not. excellent nor eood is contra: 
ryunto it, breeds griefe, and complain 
andthe freer the will 18, and at an 
the more forrow, pain, and caule of moat 
is broughtupon it, by wickedneffe dithe: 
fielty, mialice. vice, and whatfoever is 0 
can be termed inne : This may bee dif. 
cernedin Chnift who.was endued withé 
anoitfice, abfolure and leaft appropriate 
willthat ever was or fhall be in anymaq 
-yéa, the humanity of Chrift was acreatul 
1 
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molt free; andat greatelt hberty ofany man 
that ever was) and yerat fiffered 15 puch 

) caiteotcomplamt, mi€ry and pain for fin, 
(tliat is, forall things contrary to God) 
as never any creature was able to fuffer 
more, But where man doth challenge li- 
berty m ficch fort to himfelfe as that he will 
wPendure no caufe of complaint or mifery for. 
fnandfuch t! invs as are contrary to GCG& 
‘but will neg)cct and free himfelfe from all 
‘care. and would be in this life in the 
“famecondition wherein Chrift was after 
his refurrection, &c. there is no true liber- 
4 ty oriting fromthe divine light, but a na- 
| turall unjuft ,folfe, and devilith libetry out 
i ofa naturalllife, and erronious light, If 
there were no felfewill, there would ber 
propricty at all, in the Kingdome of heaven, 
s nothing is proper , and therefore thee is 
i fill aboundance, truce peace, and all hap- 
pinefie, and if any one were there who 
would chellenge any propriety to him- 
felfe, he fhould necefid ily goe tohell, and 
become 2 cevill. But in hell every one de- 
‘: fircth to hayzhss own felfe-will and there- 
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fore there is all unhappineffe and mifery; | 
the like alf> happenech an-this Jife, Butif 
thece wereany one in hell who could free 

kimfelfe from felf-ywill; and prorricty , she 

fhovid come from hell:to heaven. 

Now man inthis wosld is placed be. 
tween heayen-and shell! and may turn him, ! 
{clic.to cither.of them, forthe more pto- 
pricty he hath , the more hee is fubjectito | 
hel] and umbappineffe, and the lefle will ke 
bath the leffchell he hath, amd the noeter | 
heis tothe Kiwedome of heaven, Andif | 
men toth’s pretcme world , covlabeutrerly : 
void of relfe-will and popriony , and bee | 
free and ablolute by. meanesiofithe trieand 
divinelight , and should remain trely i” 
that eftate, this man fheuld befite toire 
heritthe Kingdameif heavens Hee that 
bath would-have , or deGiresh to have oy 
thing proper tohinlelfe, becommeth poe 
pctand as it werc,his own flave andbonde 
men, but be that hath nothing , nor will 
hayeany thing , nor defireth to have any 
thing proper to himfelfe, he is free audat 
liberty, and none hath powcr in hum... 

Cuars 
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Cuar. 52 


of Chrift hisCroffe. 


Peift did teach all’things which ate 

sere wrieren in his long Tife , Which 
was almaft three & thirty ycers anda half, 
and this hee did m few words, When hee 
fayd , follow mee. Now that man may fole 
low him», it is neceflary that hee forjake 
ab thincs’: for Cu R 1S 7? forfake aif 
things fo fares they were never leitof any 
other nor could’ be + Further he that would 


* folow him mut alfo take up his croft, 


whichcrofieris nothing Me but the feck 
Stilt, for this ctofic is bitter toallinatures 
Pherefore thee fayth , Whoforver dork Hor 
forfeke all, and take up bts eroffe, he is 
worthy of me, and caret be my Difcrple, 
nenther deth bee fellow mee- But the free, 
faifenaturefuppoterh'that ihath foriaken 
glithings, yet will not endure the croffe, 
aad{ayth , that it hath enduted enough of 
fe iAnd that now it Randeth inno need of 
it, but therein it is decreed , for of it had 
H 4 once 


152 | Of Chrift his Croffe, 
once truly tafted the croffe , it could never 
forfike it: he that believeth in Chrift mutt | 
believe all things that are written: Chri ' 
fayth | No wan commeth to the Father bug ° 
by me : Now obferve how wee mak Cotte, | 
to the Father by Chrift, man ovght tox i 
amine himfelfe and all things that arehis ° 
both inwardly and outwardly , and {o bes is 
have and helpe himfelfe (fo far as heecan) 1 
that in him there never remayne or bein © 
wardly any evill or defire, love,-or eftima- 
tion, thoughtor pleafire , other then be. | 
commeth God, and is lawfull even as if 
Godhimfelf were man himfelf but when 
itisfound that there is any thing which 
becomaneth not God . nor ‘is lawfull chat 
Ought to be pluckt up by the rocts. and tee 
fifted as foon. and as wellas may be, the like 
ought alfo to be done outwardly in dome 
of not doing , in {peaking or being filenit, 
waking or fleepiig. Laftly, in allceremo- 
ny OF matters which. man ufeth eyther 
with themfelyes or others in ail'thefe let 
‘care be had that nothing elfe happen, nor 
that man conyert himielfe to any other 
thing, 


~ 
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q thing,cr fuffer ony otver ching té bein him, 
 eytlicr outwardly or inwardly , and that 
4 nothing elfe be done by him but thatw hich 
q is worthy of God and may juflly and Jaw 
» fully bedone, even as if God hinelfe were 
, man himfelfe. In {rch a man whatloever 
is or might be done inwardly cr outward- 
ly that is, or fhould be Gods. Ane manis 
. or mutt be an Tmitator cf the hfe of Chrift; 
winch life wee may underiland and pub- 


lifh. 


t 
e 
i 
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he CraPr. §3- 
of the imitation of Chrift. 


’ ie t'cn any mancould ‘atrayn to this life, 
nee fhould-goane come through Chriftt | 

tothe Father tor. therein hee fhou'd be an 

. Timitator of Chyi@ 5 and thercfore’ fhould * 

, cone Withi Chrifttd the’ Father, “and by’ 

| Qhrif® and Should be the tue fervent of? 

.  Chritt, for be that foiloweth hun(as hun- 

 felfe fayth) hee thas willferve mee, les him 

i H 5 fol- 
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fcllow me. As if he fhould fay,he thatdorh 
net follow me deth notferye me. hee I fay 
who doth thus follow Chnift , and ferve 
him, he enureth nto the fame place where 
Chrift is, chat is, tothe Father. Thisour 
Lord Chrift doth affirme, when he fayth, 
Faher, Iwill thar wheel cm, there my 
Servant be alfe: hee that goeth, this way 
caters by the doore inzo the fheepfold.that 
Is. to cternall life, and Peter openeth the 
doore untohim , but hee that gocth o1 e&+ 
cevoureth another way , or foppoteth hee 
call come to the Father and eternal happi- 
nefic other wile then by Chrift, he is inan 
errour for he geeth not the right way neye 
thercntyeth atthe doere,and therefore it 1s 
not opened unto him beeaufe hee is a thiefe 
abd erobber.as Chrift hinflf. fayth, Mark 
thea, whether by inordinate liberty , cons 
tentiquineile nee! gence, vertue, oryice, 


o¥der orconfuGon. Sc. as you muy eatily © 


Perceive : Whether (J fay) one may thus 
enier by a nght way, grat aie bkdoo eof 
Not? this Hevligence was ney ther 4a Chryt, 
hor any of his tollowers, 

ee Chrift 


+ able good doth flow into a begectung 
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Chriftalfofayth | Me mam commerh 80 
mex cept my facher ar aw him: which you", 
muftthus underftand, Iunderftend the Ba=! 
ther, to be the perfect and fimple good, 
whichis alt; and aboveall , and without 
which there never was nor fhall be any 
eood work wraight, arid’ becaufe hee 1s all 
in all, irisneceflary thet he fhayld be alone 
arid above ail things which J cresture 25a 
creature stable to, uoderitand or compre- 
hend. For whaeieever 3 creature Can com= 
prehend or nderftand as it isacreacture, 
that is} :eccordmgeo the condition of fig 
creation the fauie ss fomerhmg eyther this, 
efthet: and farvher wis'a creatuzes Butt 
the fimple snd perked good were tomes 
thingjthis.or that whichithe creature might 

comprehend ; then that would not be olf 

nerabeve all, neyther yet extect, and in 
thot refpeétivfhould notbe fo much 2s 1a= 

med: For we mauft think that it isnone 0 

thee things whieh the ceature by his owm 

patufe 1s abletoundertiand, comprehend, 
- ebnaine. ‘When this perfecbane innomie 


Per- 
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: perfon in which he may heget his only be- 


gotten Sonne and himfelfe it is named Fa- 


ther. 
ae Baas sae ee a - 
CHAP. 54. 


How the Father drameth tothe Son, 


andthe Son vec: procally te 
the Father, 


Cy and obferve how the Father 


raweth: mento Chrift, whichisafe 
ter Wusamannicr when any thing ismade 
Known and}oid opcn by this pertcét God, 
to thedoulortwitounan, there is begotten in’ 
WAN as.itwere uvone Moment , ands one 
violent rapture a ccrtayn defire of 2 pproch= 
ing the perfect good. and jeyniag it felfe: 
With 1 2 the-greater thattinis define is, the 
moreéthings ae revealed to it & the more 
itdeGreth «nd isdrawinncercr xo it The 
man is drawn end-ftirred up tojoyne with 
theerernal} good, and tnislis the atu étic na 


of 


Son,and the Son reciprocally 15 I 


‘of the Father; and aft r man istavyhe, that 


‘igof the Son which draweth hirhy, diz03 
that he cannet come to this corfimunion by 
any other means then byt! elife of Crrift, 


‘and thus itcomes to pe fletharhee percha= 


” 


ferh to himéelfe the life whereot weetiave 
fori rly {pcken. 

Now obierve thefetwo fyirgs. which 
Chrilt fpeaketh sheonc isthise Nowra 
con meth tothe Father bra by me thatis by 
my life, The cthet 1s} #0 mancommeth uxte 
me, thatis, tobecepab'c of my if and to 


i follow-me) except he be draws ahaa okt 


by my Faber, thavis’, by the rmplea nc e~ 
! teriall good , © fwhich Saint Pas! {peck- 
beth Wi nichat whecb perfett-ys come then 


that wibrch " x part [h. H he ubolfre a the 
meaning whereot1s this, a Whatmen fon 
ever the pc Ifét eCod'is Known found, a8 
felt. fo far forth asin y be in this hfe: 

thetmen all things that fe created, ee 
tobe noting me regard © tts peegt! 
good. asi inceed they are hothir gat ali ) For’ 
whererher whitch is Berti 1s nettherc 18 
no trie god nortruebeing, hetherctcre 


that 


158 to the Father, 


thathach knoweth and Joveth this perfedls, 
gced: hee: beth, Anowech and doveth cally, 
things,andall good: \adrt fhoudd bethen del 
Withmore, or othertt ings,orwharfhould 


hedo with the parts {ceing that'al the pars: 


ane joyned 2nd inchided! an’ this perfeet 


good 1n one effence. 


Cuar. 55. 


© How God becommeth alt things 
: t# Man, 


IL that ishere fad belongeth tothe 


ontward life | and is.a certain way) 
and paflage unto the true. inward,jifo ; and: | 


the inward lite beginweth 2ecording to, 
this. j 

When mon would tafte that which is 
Pétivct, 28 farss may be, all things which 
ars @eated 2nd cven oman himielfe.ts 
broughtto novglir, inthis Mansopmions 
bur if it bee truly undertioed tha: onely, 

t petteetion 


: 
: 
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perfegtion is all things and cbove -all 


thinss, then. it doth. necefiarty follow 
henec that wee Coe acknowledge every 
ood thing belong wnto this perked 
ood, ond not to any creat fe, as toe 
ence, life knowledge ference,power &es 
then infollows. thes,.0ve8 Should arrogate 
noth ing ro himicife, new lite, <fhence Payer, 
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porhing that.cam he cajlee’ ges ¢ . fo sie 
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becommenh poor & 1810 hitnielfe bro: ghe 
tonorhing,« Hom bin: ancowatk hum eve- 
ry thing chat 1s jomtbing, thet 's Li chings 


erected , anc then at iaft exifeth the aug 


and muware hfe, ach rihct Cod buntelfe 
fo chat theres nothing more’ there wi ich 
isnot God , er bennginy «© (00: Neie 
ther isthere my thing whieh dom chel- 
lenge cr ati ogare any wing to itfelte for 
therit comesto pufle that it is God onely 
who liveus, undesftandeth. sable. levethy,; 
willecti: doechy, oF lea veth BAEons + Phat 
is , the eternall one, perfect good 0. cht 
truly thus to ©¢ * nd where itis other w ife, 
these the matter might be both bestera nd 

freighters 


160 all thines in Man, 


fircighter, Fora good worke and begin. 
ning ifcare be had that it be the beft bee 
commeth moft acceptable , and let the bet 
be chofen and adhered unto. alfo let man 
joyne himiefe toit, firft an the creat res, 
br what isthe bett thing inthe creatures? 
farely where the erernall good, znd that 
Which 1s ‘»roper unto jt . Coth enhghien: 
and werk and w heie they aremofi known 
end loved , and what is that which bee 
longetlito God and is proper to ham 2] 
Tay all that is it which may be truly and 
rightly exjlecand named cood, when man 
in the creatircs adhereth and cleayerh fo 
to that which is known to bethe bef as 
that he remainech ftedfatt and flyech not 
beck. ‘Thea it conies to Paffe hat heate 
te) neth tofomething i.» hich 1s beterthen’ 
it fo far forzi, unitl man perceive and 
under!) nd that that obely eternal! and 
perfeét ocod is unmesfuroble infnire, and 
to be eficcmed aboye alicreated soudaeffe, 
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That God aloncistobe  UGL 


Cuar. 56. 


That God alone isto be loved 
and honoured. 


Herefere if that which is beftought 
imoft of all to be loved , and if man 

doc follow it, then the onelyeteraall good 
ought without doubt alene tobe loved a- 
bove all things , and man 01 ght to ftick 
thereunto onely, and to joyne himiclfe un- 
to itfo far as it is in his power > And if 
every good thing ought tobe ach nowledg~ 
edas received from the eternal] enely good 
(as worthily and truly it ought) then alfo 
the beginning, gcin forward and €on- 
dufion, ought rightly and truly to be2e- 
kno. legged and efteemed from it, and the 
fame ought to bee imputed and adjudged 
toit fos nething is left as apperiaimng 
tomon or the ereatures, and thus ito! ght 
cftight to be. And w hatfoeyer is faid oF 
aleaged as againft this, yet this 1s the way, 
qhich leadcth into the true intcriour life + 
But 


162 loved and: honoured, 


But what will at laft become of this or 
bemanifefted there, or ‘What manner of 
lifeis this.Jike to prove,.no.man uttereth 
Orexpreffeth, neither was it evér declared 
or did any heart erther knOw’ or conceive 
truly the quality of fucha lite. It is briefly 
contained inthislong written dilcourlesby 
what means it maysipbtly'and ttuly couie 
topaflerbarman became freeand yoidok 
arsogacr e any thing2t6 hin delfe orftom 
willing withing. dovmp cr afieEting ony! 
thite faving God anddiviney., charts the 
eternell, perfect, ane ohely good, andiitax 
RY Inn art pete to kit’ civ, wall, eframe, 
ordefire any thing . ooher Or more than 
the eternal eccd, itis roomich'& yrcions) 
Briefly ifa men ean obtain fofar forthas 
tobe the fame ro Ged which the handck 
man isto man, let-himreft therewith con. 
tented and thisoughttruly to be done of 
all bi eathing creatures , . efpecirlly hole 
whoare endued: with:reafon > andy chi : 
man doth my and defervedlyowe this 
duty to God. This yowmay gathepouref 
what hath been fonmesly wrinen. 8 
alfo 


That Ged alone isto beget. 163: 


alfois to be committed to memory, after 
man hathproceeded {o far as that he fhould 
verily perfwade himfelfehereunto, it istime 
then that he fhould -haye regard lea{t the 
Devill fowing afhes there he fecke and 
repofe his whole nature, tramquility, reft, 
peaceand pleafure in it, and fo flide into 
focl:fh and inordinate hberty and negli- 
gence. whichtruly is whely rcpugnant and 
remote from thediginelife , this befolkth 
thatman who.reither hash nor will enter 
in at the right gate, norby. the right way, 
that is, by Chrit as.is aforefasd , tut wile 
Jeth and thinker! that be may. attain tO 
this pericét trarh otherwife and by othes 
means. or ele concciverh that he hath at- 
twincd fo far already , before'he ecme'to it 
intrath , that ismanifeft by the witneffe 
ef Chrift,-who faith He shat will enter by 
any other means then by me , never entreth 
rightly nor heath attained tke chief trath, 
bur athicf ardarobber, That wemay 
depart: from our felves, and being dead to 
our own wills, live onely toGod, and the 
per.ormance of his wil;God grant —— gh 

um 
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himrwho fobje ted his wile 2 willof 
his hea veniy father ViO-an 3 4 ad 
raincth withthe Rather: 


Cc ¢ ie i the 


Holy G: 0+, and the perlect Tyinitie yer 
laitingly. Amtt. 
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Certaine grave Sayings by which 
the diligent. Scholer of Chrift may 
[earch into hi mielf, and know what is 
to be fought and firivcd for concern. 
ing the true inward uniting of him 


[cbf tothe one fupriam Zo0d. 


Od is one and unity exifteth, and fol. 

iowct from him alone, and yet not 
out of him otherwafe it fhould decreafe and 
becoine leffe. 

Where two are which ought to bepre- 
ferved and agree x gether’, i is poffible 
that betwixt thole difeord fhould arife, 

Thefe two. cannot dilegree laying only 
in will, which would be the Steatelt cau , 

, 0 
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Certain grave fayings, Gt. 16 § 


ef all difcord in God hindelf if cwo things 
could be in hin. 

For there is nothing which may ‘bre ed 
difagreement smenf{t ell things which 
may difacrce, but diflimilicude of wall. 

This one willeth that whieh is one, and 
iS contrary to ail things which are two; 
Therefore, whaticever he hiaifelf hath ere- 
ated he created upon this one, otherwife it 
flould have wantcd order. 

Further his creation, or thethings crea- 
ted could have had no conftancy , by rea- 
fon of his ccn‘rary will , even as nowit 
comes to p2ffe , end thei efore 1t muft ne- 
ceffarily have perth ed, 

This unity could not have been meafu- 
red confidered; handled cr known but en- 
ly ofori¢, and throu gh one, and that fome- 
tines ivits contrary. 

Conwaricty exiftcch of ic (elf without the 
fault of the adveriary.” 

Hence it may cafily be difcerned , that 


-this oneand this beft was to haye fome 


Oba from Whence ‘it as faras might be 
fhiould be known. eal 
; . ar That 


166 Certain erave [ayines,&e. \~. 

That Objc&t was and is the effence and 
being of all living things. 

Chiefly and beft in the reafonable and by 
the reafonable creature which Was Ad sm, 

Herc the omnipotency, mercy, and inf 
nite coodnefS doth thew it elt whofe name 
i$the Lord. 

Tothe increafing of farther knowledge, 
deecreated every thing free which hee did 
create , for whadoever was, is, and {forte 
maineth free covJd not man natvtaliy make 
Of Create any thn ig that was proper. 

Now aifo that free thing could not more 
convetiently work on any thing; or make 
it {elf apparane then in ttsawr object, 

Hee that concludeth and appropriateth 
any thing that is fice and ought to be free, 

‘doth the contrary tohim which made and 
Created it free this is Gn. 

SiN ts plainly to be difcemed, if yea will 
throughly hate ir, en 

Hatted confifteth in that which is cons 
traty to it, which is truly samedthefeed of 

od, or the image of Gad , and defireth 

Liberty without interwiffion. 
St Re ie This 


Certain.grave fayings Gb. EOF 
_ / Thisiremayneth and is and muttnecefla~ 
tily {0 doe aslong as Godcanbe, and re- 
gmayneth in. that which ittclf is, for it pro- 
| ceedeth-fromone, and neyerfuttercth it {elf 
tobe driven thence. 
_* Thatit might be both foon and rightly 
) made good agaity,, that. one which is per- 
| fect inverpaferty it {cfc for the reflor ing of 
all that rothe full which was fevered from 
7 efelf. 
| This could nor be done-but in fone one 
thimg which fhovdd pretend: it {elf diftoy- 
| Bech, yer withoutali detriment to che unity” 
| . This wasamectand convenient, yca ne- 
_ceffary-to the; end) it might cpenly declare 
in felf fo far torth (asst isone) and that 
only one whereby liberty, might retutne to 
itsowne eftate ,. whichnocwithfanding it 
had never loft. ; 
Hereupon it is: that Jelus of Nazareth 
taught, exercifed,.) and wied the moft abfo~ 
lure free wil] that might be. 
~ This was not his owne (as himfelf wit- 
nefleth) but belonged only tohimof whom 
he had received it, that by hin itmight be 
aaade manifcft, Oe 


168 Ceratin grave [ayings,Crc. * 
Yet covld he not be deprived of it both, 
in regard of his right as alfoof his perf 
Gtion which he wasneceflor ly tohave in | 
repard of theliberiy that heefnighe declare! 
the fame inexcellcncy as it w2s meet. 
Thecntire and anfolute uniting © f will) 
was moft perfect in him,whsch didnct are? 
rogate that co hirntel! of which ittelf was 
one. otherwifeit had fain from that one. 
Now there remayneth yet, ¢s hath been ? 
fhewed, the ae ching which is not to be” 
for&ken orloft , ‘elie it would damnifiethe 


the Whicte fhould have perithed after the 
fame manner, 


neceflary that it fho- ld i bemade cécorcing 


to the willandpleatire of one whichndver 
. dibercea fom irfdf which patternié rant 
neceffaiily be the peefectelt ayregardiof as 
“office. - Juiisecy sities 


Divinity abi ese it is, andto whichit . 
properly beginneth; for it would haveloft 
fome thine which world have gone to no=! 
thing , and fome thing wo: ddt have beene- 
whereupon it might have fcllowed , that / 


Thiat this thercf re mis! tbe done, itis 


ee i and that wholy anfwerable 


| 


~ 


 Cortain-grave fayines, Gt, 169. 
(2 This is , and iscalled to returne from al] 
difagrecing into that only one ivbich wee’ 
ugh to endeyour ali out lifelong, He that 
ils willing is able , and he that doth not be- 
‘eve ft, let him make tryall, 

| This may and ought co be done only 
by the loffe of that: whith is contrary to 
bne, otherwifeis is impoflible + this isobe~ 
fence in obedience , viz. an entyie vie Id- : 
dng up 2.cetcame perfect acrifice whichis 
folunrary, 

}, Tobe thort, it is ChrifttKe true Son of 
God, the firtt begotten of brethrem, to 
Whori whatfoever the Father can doe pro- 
Petly belongeth, who is the true teconciler 
by whom only youmay and oughtnecetla< 
ly, CO, come! ; to, the onely ‘one thariis the 
Mather , the which) Bdsherhath ordained 
him to this thing. 

If anyone cannot attain to the under- 
nding of this difcourfe , he wanteth the 
; eltiimony Of the fpirit, the difcipline where- 
Pt he excluceth andrefuleth. If any man 
Mnderftanc inlet; hint judge, for the fpirit 
of God judgeth-all things, If any man: 
‘ I bee 


670 Ceratin grave [ayings,cre, | 
be deprived: hereof and wantit , it ishis 
own fault, becat{e he 1s not-carefill of hig. | 
fall that it might be amended, which ig § 
notwith{tanding to be correé&ted. If any 
man fay that thefe things are over fhart 
let him know that the greateft folly of tha 
Holy Ghoft (as I mayfo {peak) is mo 
aecute then the greateft wildome in all che 
world. y 

It isno wonder if thefethings feem tha d 
to fiefh and bloud , for they are Divine, of 
which the fleth cannot jtidge,arid therefor p 
itefteems thei fharp ; even as it an Owl t 
fhould, deny that thee could behold the 
brightnefle of the day, becaufe thee onelp 
ufeth the light of thenighr, ‘the molt lights * 
fome part \hereofis darker then the mot ‘ 
darkefome partof thé day. eee 
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he Authors Inftitutson ¢0 
E phree points, wherein we learnc te” 
“for ihe ony [elves and to put om 


God by 4 moj perfec way. 


RHE firft is, Thatevery man afpire to 
WH attainto a morcexcellent degree of 
ii eticy and Singular embracing of God by 
B alfo that he love God w ith all the 
Bowers of his foule , and his neighbour as 
hintelfe, & chat he defire to feel God «truly 
forking in him(elfe in this world : Such a 
me ought both to extinguifh and 2lfo to 
ave extinguifhed in him alldehgbts and 
Bleafures Bred by fuch mottall creatures — 
hs ire without God, of what foit foever 


Bey are. 

» ‘Thefecond is, that every one, both in 
this world, and in the w orld to come, de- 
fire to ‘attain to the perfect. know ledge of 
tyth and that he prepare and contain him- 
felfe inwardly from bemg delighted in any 
{ext fp ititually Ww ith any thing which hee 

P may challenge, claim or poflefle as his own 
or as proper co hinfelte. 

| Thethird thing Js )that after a manis 

. pofecily and wholy , both inwardly and 

' I 2 Out- 


outwardly : freed frown adheritigito ; 
thing , and hath karhed fo rely: upon his” 
own nothing that then inf tanely hehath a. 
regard and free Paflage tm the pure and 
fimple good » that almighty and moftey. 
cellent God. But this converfation. is 
wior ght by 2 ecitain effentiall way 
meas: For here the fpiritis turned to Goe 
Hot, in pore bur Wholy and entirely whenge) 


Oil be | , cI 
this is fad. hoe onely tobe, but Pi 


eflentiall | entife and ic tvided_.and per 
fc& converfcn. for it is. Hot withdrawn 
apy whether from it Jelfs and therctore: 
miy be, faid to be eflentiall and Codi 
hittifelie dads ever ant erit effent lly. 
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Pericéton ir the 1,2,3; and gth, depres. © 


1M H: bs 'vuly pov fet in thex degre » who, Livni 
cy be whole py ‘adeordei ty aud aifcr eel From all, 
Uile) Aud Lrantlory things Inthe Cecoyad 
ogre 9 hath obpuiyes ® poacea'le aigl “onigth 
ton [etence. In ph, 3 deere wha takes all chings 
in ood part from Gods hams, and ref gneth hither 
ae 9 him. In the 4 dezree, he mba foneete, 
ting >in feif ahd al creatures, doth bole timfelfe 
WM OUR. 2e35 ? 
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